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9 THE 


PREFACE. 


7 HE very great Philoſo- 

pher, who, from his heart, 
wiſhed that every man had à 
window to his heart, un- 


 doubtedly, little fireſos, that, 


in the year 1758, the improve- 


ments in per ſpective glaſſes, at 


preſent, would anſwer his moſt 


eager wiſhes. Hou needleſs 
A 2 his 
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bis ſcheme would be now, may 
appear from the following ſheets, 

in which, thrice curious reader 

_ we Fave u apprehenſion or 
fear of your diſ-belief ; whon 
they delineate your neighbour — 
but only an _ delineate 


4 


_ * drink unwholſome liquors, and taſte 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


ety T was at that time of the | 
| I js year, when the weather, 
n generally, is moſt ſettled 5 
above, and mankind, on the contrary, 

are moſt unſettled below, or if active, 
(as Mr. Pope ſays, on another occa- 
ſion,) are active to no end by walk- 
ing a full German mile, perhaps to 
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indelicate food, at ſome public gar- . | 
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2 THE MENTAL 
den, where they punctually, but not 


chearfully, pay a pawnbroker's pro- 


fit, and an uſurer's good intereſt, to 


intitle their ears to the ſound, or ſenſe, 


of ſome bad ſong, compoſed by ſome 
cathedral, or city- church organiſt, 
and diſeompos d by ſome rhyme- 
| weaver, who knows all _—__ 
but his own, &c. 

It was about the middle of that 
month, thrice-puzzled, and puzzling 
reader'! when high ladders,” and the 
dread of what may fall from thoſe 
roofs they are the means of repairing; 
oblige the prudent ambulator to croſs 
the ſtreet, when he leaſt intended it, 


and oftner than he chuſes it, and 


when, by avoiding the Scylla of a 
rebuilding houſe, he unwarily falls 


into the much worſe charybdis of 


ſome ſpruce mercer's ſhop freſh 


painted, whoſe ſervant is, by con- 


ſent of all parties, to bear the blame 
29885 wal 


OPTICIAN. 3 
of the gentleman's cloaths being 
ſpoiled, that the maſter may, by his 
ſeeming care, when the miſchief is 
done, and privately by himſelf too, 
all the while, the better ſell him a 
new barragon, or double allopeen, 
&c. | 

It was at that ſeaſon hen the Mi- 
leſians lodge in magnificent firſt 
floors, for reaſons peculiar to their 
country; when certain ſnop-keepers, 
for the ſake of a little ready caſh, to 
ſee their country couſins, or get 
country orders, make you believe you 
may have their goods at prime coſt, 
juſt leaving off trade, which they 
have no intention ſo to do; when 
vociferant barrow-women call their 
fruit by wrong, but pompous names, 
in imitation of ſuperior traders ; 


when impudent wenches of ſervants, 


taking the advantage of the family's. 
11 abſent from town, invite their 
B 2 com- 
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comrogues into their miſtreſſes beſt 
apartments, and treat them with de- 
licacies they oftner defire than de- 
ſerve. In ſhort, if I muſt quit all 
figure, and talk plain Engliſh, it was 
on a morning, ſometime in the 
month of Auguſt, of the year 1757, 
and in the year of his majeſty's 
reign (whom the very almanac never 
fails to pray a continuance of) that a 
middle aged venerable gentleman in 
black, with every emblem of a bar- 
riſter, or phyſician, but a tye-wig 
and ſword, for his gravity and im- 
portance were equal, met me at the 
ſouth door of St. Paul's, ſeemingly 
bent on the ſame agreeable errand as 
myſelf, which was, in a manly way, 
to enjoy that commonly called ſchool- 
boy's amuſement, of ſeeing the true 
map of London, from the height of 
that noble and lofty cathedral ; why 


we mutually gueſsd our one and 
the 
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_OPTICIAN. 5 
the ſame intent was, that each of us 
had a teleſcope, fo carelefly thruſt in; 
our ſeveral coat pockets, as to ſhew 
near half of it to any paſſer- by. On 
this the: diſcourfe began, and natu- 
rally enough too, when both of us 
honeſtly declaring our intentions. 
were one and the ſame ; we went to 
the proper officer, paid the proper 
fees, and, as ſome fidling punſter 
would ſay (for they now ſeem the 
only auctioneers of that ftale and 
: refuſe commodity) we took the pro- 
per ſteps to lead us to our propoſed 
fcene of happineſs. 

- While Noble * writers would 
dell for fifty Pages, or more, on 
the ſeveral turnings and windings of 
our climacterical journey; how often 


B 3 "2871 We. 


The critics may imagine, from the num- 
derleſs productions, by a perſon of that name, 
that it is not only an adjective in this place,, 
but carries * meaning. 
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6 THE MENTAL 
we ſat down, or how ſeldom we 
ſpoke to each other (not for want of 
any thing to ſay, but mere want of 
breath) our ignoble author, and ſuch 
it is, and ever was his ambition to 
think himfelf, . or be thought by 
others, informs his willing or unwil- 
ling reader, that nothing paſs'd till in 
ſight of the whiſpering gallery; when 
the faithful writer of theſe pages, ex- 
preſſing ſome eager inclination to en- 
ter there, like other journeyers of the 
kind, the venerable old gentleman 
then firſt broke ſilence, ſince quit- 
ting the body of the church, by ſay- 
ing, with a degree of auſterity — 
- * Don't let us loſe our time in trifles; 
«I have buſineſs above this childifh 
te place you little are aware of; very 
. * material for your happineſs, and 
ce which I will ſoon impart to you: 
ge patient Let us purſue: our 
on * am your friend! tho' not 
It 
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988 general a friend to mankind 


« Have confidence in me— Be vir- 
e tuous, and be happy.” 
Ihe reader may be, and no enki 
is, already very juſtly alarmed: (as 1 
then was) at ſuch. expreſſions from 
a perſon I only eſteemed. i in the com- 
mon light of a morning, and tran- 
ſitory companion. However, I took 
care not to break the ice of my own 
ſilence, leſt it ſhould; interrupt fur- 
ther diſcourſe—But it had not the 
deſired effect. He kept ſtill before 
me, every now and then looking 
back with a ſmile, ſeeming to inti- 
mate that my toil would, ſoon, be re- 
compenſed by what he had to im- 
part to me hereaſter.—80, as honeſt 
Boniface cries, He was happy, and T 
was contented, as the ſaying is 
The door now firſt opened. Which 
in an inſtant diſcovered. our.-wiſhes 
and intentions.—He had at once, (as 
B 4 1 Ham- 
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Hamlet ſays) a flation like the Herald 
Mercury, new lighted on an beav'n- 
king hill. — And having ſeem'd 
{ſpeechleſs and unmov'd for about 
five minutes (for I was determin'd 
not to diſturb him) he at —_ 
broke filence. 

So clear and fine a day J never 
| ſaw | The hour of breakfaſt being 
over below, it will be ſome time 
now before their fires will fmoke 
again, We are lucky in having hit 
the exact ſeaſon for obſervation ; for 
I affare you, friend, I have often 
loſt my labour, by too great a cloud 
Hovering over the capital, There 
are certain days I have, by fatal ex- 
perience of limbs and lungs, learn'd 
to deſiſt from any ſuch enterpriſe as 
ours to-day ; — and therefore pray 
remember, that one of them is the 
Lord-mayor's ; — on which occaſion 


1 nes we roaſt and boil fromthe 
kitchen 
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Kitchen to the garret ; and the fevers 
they catch on that day, by ſurfeits of 
meat and drink, are called, in com- 
pliment to the city (to diſtinguiſh: 
them from-thoſe of the court) A 
dermens Fevers.. 

He now aſk'd me for my glaſs, 
which J wip'd with my cravat for 
ſpeed (having already found his tem- 
per haſty) and gave it him, with a 
bow of at; ant final bend of 
my body..— © None of your cere- 
% mony, ſays he; if I had you on the: 
« top of St. Martin's ſteeple, it might 
« be in character; that church is in 
s the ſun-ſhine of a court.— A royal. 
% atmoſphere | While we are in the 
C city. let us be blunt, ſincere, and. 
© honeſt, as their forefathers were, 
«© not as their ſons are. Believe me 
« the climate is changed.” 

Hlaving walk d ſlowly: round the 
| commonly called Golden gallery, he 


B Ly Came 
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came again to the place he had leſt, 
but J had not; for I was determined 


not to ſtir a ſtep, or ſpeak a fingle 
word, but as he directed me; the glaſs 


was ſtill at his eye, when he aſk'd me 


what I gave for it (not ſaying it was 


a bad or good one, which amazed 


me) to which I anſwered, It was 
not my own, but lent to me by an 
Hhoneſt friend of mine there on 
Ludgate-hill, pointing to the place, 
who ſaid, if it came to any harm, 
the price was three guineas, but that 
otherwiſe I was always welcome to 
it, whenever I pleaſed. —On this he 
threw it on the ground with much 
ſtamp'd it into many 


violence, 
like captain Bobadil, 


pieces, and, 


when he breaks maſter Stephen's 
| imagined Toledo, only cried fbi. 

Judge my ſituation, kind reader 
Three guineas gone; flap! my 


1 . _ ſeeming friend 
8 | laugh- 


"QPT1CIAMFCT : xs 
laughing at me, and ſtill only crying 
2 in the ſame key. When find 
ing 1 did not reſent it viſibly (tho' 
the cunning rogue then knew i my in- 
moſt heart as well as myſelf,” as I 
ſoon after found) he took out a 


long purple purſe, gave me three 
guineas, and then began. 


C You are angry, my friend, 


without knowing why. But you 


«© have not ſhewn: it; ſo that com- 
e mon eyes would never have dif. 
« cern'd it This is all I can expeck 
« from fleſh and blood; to bear and 
ce forbear, will carry you thro' a 
ce very troubleſome life with eaſe, 
« and perhaps honour. This is. be- 
ing a man! But your glaſs, friend, 
© was a very bad one, —I ought not 
* to ſay this, if I had not paid you 
2 very exactly for it, and at the ſame 
< time can and will ſhew you a bet 
6 ter. 114 e 
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Ft now deliberately took out his 
own, and having fixed every thing 
for a near or diſtant view, as the 
elafs allowed, and as I defired; while 
looking thro it, he afk'd me—Well, 
what ſay you, my friend? Am 1 
right ? — Indeed, Sir, ſays I, tis 
moſt aſtoniſning.—I ſeem ſometimes 
to have London only, at other times 


all England under my eye. It is an 


land, and a glorious one! the ſea 
indeed ſurrounds it. Why, could 
we be faithful to ourſelves, the united. 
world could never hurt us. We 
ſeem to have nothing to do with the 
continent, nor their connexions; 
nay, we might give laws to them. 

My friend gave me the ſame look 
be did before at the Whiſpering gal- 


lery, adding, as he then did, that he 


had no time for trifles. Politics, ſaid. 


he, are at beſt but very uncertain 


things, and little more than common 


fan 


-- 


— 
— 
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family-tricks carried a few degrees 


higher.. My ſcheme is to-make you 
kappy ;. and as a proof of it, look 


thro' this end of my glaſs, and tell 
me what you ice. 


— indeed | I declare I at 


once ſee every man's heart; nay, 


more, I read at once his palt and fu- 
ture actions. I have often heard it 
faid, that if every man had a win- 
dow in. his breaſt, it would be hap- 
py for the world. This is indeed the 


very thing ; and therefore, ſays he, 


I broke your glaſs. I little values 
three, or three hundred guineas, to 
earry any favourite point; and this- 
indeed is one. I would annihilate the 


whole race of teleſcopes, if I could, 


the better to promote the ſale of this. 
The profits I deſign for ſome charity: 
(yet unpractis'd in this ifland) which 
E will relate to you ſome other time. 
At ** we muſt proceed to bu- 


ſineſe 
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ſineſs. And, as the ſun is bearing to 
the ſouth, we will begin with our 
obſervations northward, and ſo con- 
trive our objects daily, after the ſame 
manner. Are you ready? Iam now 
looking, faid I, and, in Mr: Addi- 
ſon's. own words, can truly obſerve, 


It is a pleaſing, dreadful thought!“ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP: I. 2 


HE MznTAL OpTICIAN, 
| whom, for the future, and 
for brevity's ſake, indeed, we ſhall 
call by his real name of Chiron, as, 
for the ſame reaſon, his pupil will 
bear the name of Achilles, thro' the 
remainder of this ſpectatorial hiſtory, 
began now to aſk what he was ſo 
buſy in obſerving, having perceived 
him very intent for ſome minutes, — 
to which Achilles anſwered, after a 
ſhort pauſe, on removing the glaſs 
from his eyes — © I have been 0b 
« ſerving, ſays he, (as often as the 
c duſt on yonder buſy road would 
© permit me) a group of perſons in 
.** poſt chariots, and on Horſeback, 
e all ſeeming chearful but one, who, 
te very diſtinct from the reſt, ſeems 


* as melancholy as a guarded pri- 
Y * loner, 
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« ſoner, on whoſe confinement the 
« attendants generally fatten, and are 
© often ſorry when their charge is 
« delivered.” - You make me 
« ſmile, ſays Chiron; and when 1 
« give you the proper glaſs, to know 
« the realities of things, you will 
* perceive every thing exactly con- 
<« trary to what you, like the world in 
« general might ſuſpect, or imagine. 
« —The grave, or melancholy gen- 
« tleman, 1s really and. truly very” 
4 — at heart; and the train of 
« perſons around him, who appear 
* eaſy and jocular, are quite other- 
« wiſe.” The affair is this, in few 
words : 
The great and duſty road you ſee 
there, leads to the city of Weſt- 
Cheſter, and from thence to Ireland. 
The maſter of this equipage, which 
has rais'd ſuch a cloud, ſo as ſcarce 
to diſcover the colour of the horſes, 
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juſt mide a B——p there, 'He 
pretends to be dejected at his journey, 
and future embarkation ! that the na- 
tives of that kingdom may imagine 
him a perſon of conſequence on this 
fide the water,—and that he might 
have bettered himſelf here, could he 
have had a few months longer pa- 
tience: But his lordſhip knows his 
affairs beſt. He is glad to go any 
where to obtain rank and income; 
neither of which he could com- 
mand at home. —— If you were 
cloſe to him, you might hear him 
rail about baniſhment, quitting his 
dear friends and native country, w 
all that train of jargon which every 
Sc—ch governor in America vents 
on the ſame occaſion. — But look 
thro' this end of the glaſs (thus ma- 
naged by me) and you will foon per- 
ceive that he was never fo. truly hap- 
py in all his life; that he has. as little 
value 


« ſoner, on whoſe confinement the 

<« attendants generally fatten, and are 

© often ſorry when their charge is 

« delivered.” — © You make me 
« ſmile, ſays Chiron; and when I 

give you the proper glaſs, to know 

the realities of things, you will 

« perceive every thing exactly con- 
<« trary to what you, like the world in 

general might ſuſpect, or imagine. 

« —The grave, or melancholy gen- 

« tleman, is really and truly very 

« chearful at heart; and the train of. 

« perſons around him, who appear 
* eaſy and jocular, are quite other- 
« wiſe.” — The affair is this, in few 
words: 

The great and duſty road you ſee 

there, leads to the city of Weſt- 

Cheſter, and from thence to Ireland. 

The maſter of this equipage, which 

has rais'd ſuch a cloud, fo as ſcarce 

| to diſcover the colour of the horſes, 
3 
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juſt made a B p there, He 
pretends to be dejected at his journey, 


and future embarkation ! that the na- 
tives of that kingdom may imagine 


him a perſon of conſequence on this 


fide the water, —and that he might 
have bettered himſelf here, could he 


have had a few months longer pa- 


tience : But his lordſhip knows his 
affairs beſt, He is glad to go any 
| where to obtain rank and income; 
neither of which he could com- 
mand at home. If you were 
cloſe to him, you might hear him 
rail about baniſhment, quitting > 
dear friends and native country, W 


all that train of jargon which _ 
Sc—ch governor in America vents 


on the ſame occaſion, But look 
thro' this end of the glaſs (thus ma- 


naged by me) and you will ſoon per- 


ceive that he was never ſo truly hap- 


py in all his life; that he has. as little 
value 
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value for his friends and native coun- 
try, as a modern lady of quality for 
her huſband; and if you were to 
trace him to yonder inn, a few miles 
further, you would ſee him in an in- 
ſtant writing half a ſcore trifling let- 
ters for the pleaſure he has in ſeeing 
the title of his See, in the room of 
his late firname, Why his atten= 
dants and ſervants appear cheerful, 
when, on the contrary, their hearts 
are really heavy, is this; — that 
they could have lived in Old Eng- 
land, tho' their maſter could not; 
and are ſorry that gratitude (which 
ſervants in general ſeldom feel) or 
perhaps a long arrear of wages yet 
unpaid, obliges them to attend him, 
who, as I privately know, and could 
prove to you, gives them all this 
trouble, that they may in a ſtrange 
country trumpet his family and 
. praiſes, and bear down thoſe lies, 
| and 
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and that unavoidable malice which 
generally clings to all new comers in 
a ſtrange country, till time and good 
actions make them one of their own 
body; are you ſatisfied, fir ? 
| L have been ſo, for many minutes; 
fays his pupil. — And am ſuch a 
convert to your opinion in every 
thing, that I long to know who that 
is, who, on the ſame road, is bend- 
ing to this capital, with as ſmiling a 
countenance as. ever I beheld, —I 
ſee him, ſays Chiron; he would, 
indeed, deceive any one but myſelf; 
for by my alteration of the g. he 
i nothing more or leſs, than a needy 
r of that very kingdom, 
lately landed, who wants, and will 
ſoon obtain his wants of a penſion 
for life, becauſe he promiſes to be | 
treacherous to his own native coun- 
try, and not becauſe he ſtands in 


need of it.— He was a patriot, poor 
man, 
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man, while his eftate was entire. 
e leffened it in his country's fer 
vice, in hopes they would have de- 
fended him againſt neceſſity. But 
they have very ungratefully deſerted 
him; and, in return, you ſee he 
thinks it but fair to deſert them— 
crying in the words of his honeſt 
countryman, Let the houſe be burnt 
to the ground, if it may I am only a 
Todger., His heart is not ſo chearful 
as his features would make you be- 
lieve; And yet, by not feeling pro- 
perly, he is not ſo diſtreſt as any one 


would imagine a man to be in 
His dependant, and therefore miſer- 


able ſituation. 

Pou ſeem, I find, to like your fi- 
tuation, fays Chiron, and 1 fancy if 
the weather continues clear, as it now 
is, you would very little regret. your: 


loſs of dinner, or repent your trou- 


bleſome aſcent. However, to keep. 
on. 
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on in a regular courſe (for I look on 
theſe hints, as a kind of lectures for 
the day) keep your eyes ſtill on that 
road, there, or thereabouts, and let 
me know what next claims your at- 
tention. | 

I am watching a ferry, ſays Chi- 
ron, croſſing a pretty wide _ 
on whoſe bottom, like Noah's 


are embark'd both clean and —_— 


animals; for I ſee pigs and horned 
cattle, together with a gentleman of 
a moſt venerable figure, who ſeems 


| bargaining for an horſe now alſo in 


the boat with him: the buyer and 
feller ſeem very intent, and I am 
waiting to ſee the bargain ſtruck, by 
the uſual method of palming. And 


this, for no other reaſon, than that 
the venerable figure in queſtion, 


ſeems in great diſtreſs for an horſe of 
that kind, if I 3 Judge by his 
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The venerable figure you ſo natu- 
rally ſuſpe& is a young barriſter a- 
mong friends, juſt made a judge in 
Wales. He counterfeited, or cauſed 
to be counterfeited, a certificate of 
his age being full forty, but I'know | 
he ſcarc2 exceeds the game as we call 
it. However, his flowing wigg and 
unſhaved viſage which he contracts, 
are enough, indeed, to deceive any 
one. In the croud of common paſ- 
ſengers (himſelf, for cheapneſs, being 
one) he longs to be diſcovered, and 
yet does not well know how to ſet a- 
bout it; to conceal his parſimony in 
going thus by the common ferry, he 
would fain make believe, that like 
many greater men, he chuſes to be 
incog; and as a further mark of his 
humility travels thus. By the ſtrata 
gem of the ſham purchaſe he makes 
himſelf known; for he is at this in- 
ſtant queſtioning in a moſt exact and 
| par- 
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rticular manner, whether this horſe 
will ſtand the ſound of a trumpet, for 
ſays he (in a whiſper) tho Ibeg it may 
be a ſecret between us, I am a Welch 
judge; but, if I declared it, I ſhould 
be ſtunned with the title of my 
lord, which, indeed, among friends, 
we have as good a right to as any of 
the Engliſh judges ; our honours are 
paid in as high a ſtile as their ſwell- 
ing and boaſting lordſhips; and was 
our falary but as good, we would 
not give place. However, we have 
one advantage, that in London we 
are private men, and gather as good 
fees from Welch attornies, as his 
Majeſty's council learned in the law. 
But that you may judge with your 
own eyes, look with the proper glaſs, 
and enjoy him, for I aſſure you he 
is, or will be, what we un aan d | 
character. 522 JL 
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24 THE MENTAL 
Chiron obeyed, andin an inſtant, 
found every thing true to a tittle, and 
further obſerv'd that as he was not 
very deeply vers'd in law, that he had 
a memorandum-book to refer to (ſet- 
tled by ſome ſmart and able practi- 
tioners in London) how to diſtin- 
guiſh between treaſon. and miſ-pre- 
fion, murder and chance - medley, 
felony and burglary ; and all theſe 
niceties, which, by being ſpoken 
fluently by judges in general, make 
them paſs for conjurors; not conſi- 
dering that the ſame queſtion ſerves 
year after year, and is vented at e- 
very aſſize town ſpring and fall, by 
perriwig-pated fellows, as Shake- 
ſpear would have called them, had 
he lived in our days. So much for 
him on our ſide of the water; he is 
plain Mr. ſuch a one, or Eſquire at 


fartheſt, But, ſee there, how the- 
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OPTICITAN.: as 
the principality homage him; I can 
ſcarce refrain from laughing, whey I 
know, on his return, that he will be 
in. the Bath machine perhaps, and 
when he gets to his own chambers 
in the Temple, will often comb 
his own perriwig and We AY own. 
cloaths. : 

Sameneſs of bestes fays Chiron: | 
never makes a man ridiculous; but 
it is when we are Proteus's in our 
actions; all the real uneaſineſs we 
feel, or ſhould feel in life, generally 
ariſes (if our pride would let us own 
it) in endeavouring to appear what 
we are not—this is a ſubject I will 
diſcourſe with you about more par- 


ticularly in ſome evening walk, for I 


think we will adjourn for this 


day, and not make a toil of a . 
ſuree. 
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F had propoſed on arri- 
ving at the deſtin d place this 
morning, to have finiſhed the ſub- 


ject he entered on yeſterday at the 


cloſe of their obſervations, and which 
was left unfiniſhed : but the fair 
proſpect of the morning and the 
chance of variety (for it was a kind 
of holiday) broke oft all further de- 
bate for the preſent, and they pro- 
ceeded to buſineſs, with as little cere- 
mony as two. barriſters who untye 
their bags, throw Dack the knot of 
their perriwigs, and enter on knotty 


ſubjects. 


Achilles was immediately enga- 
ged with his glaſs, and Chiron un- 
willing to interrupt him till he had 
taken proper obſervation, walked 


once or twice round the gallery by 
him- 
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OPTICIAN. 27 
himſelf, repeating in a low tone, 


& To ſee, and to be ſeen, in heaps they run, 
„ Some to undo, and ſome to be undone.” 


Achilles aſk'd him from whom he 


had borrow'd that thought; for, ſays 
he, it is ſo exact to the proſpect I am 


now enjoying, that it looks as if you 
made it off hand, to befriend my 
obſervation. 

Truly, fays Chiron, tis an old 
ſaying, but a true one, No perſons 


when they leave home in a morn- 


ing, throughout this vaſt metropolis, 
can well ſay what ſhall befal them 
before evening. — Many a fine lady 
goes out a virgin, who inſenſibly is 
made otherwiſe e'er midnight; and 
many a man quits his lodging with a 
fair character at ſun-riſe, who before 


ſun-ſet is a felon, or a murderer. 


The paſſions of mankind in cities 
where religion has leſs ſway than in 
villages, run very high. — Liquor 

C 2 abets, 
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abets, and a woman often finiſhes. 
How many duels have been fought 
behind that large houſe near the 
ſquare there (now fencing in with 
paliſadoes) by people who that day 
dined together, and were then hap- 
py in each other's friendſhip ? 

But, to come to the point: are 
not you obſerving at this very inſtant, 


{for I ſee in the ſame line with you) 


a young gentleman, well dreſt, 
with one eye, to all appearance, 
flouriſhing in his purſe, as he is in his 
perſon. 1 am, ſays Achilles, and 
he not only commands but detains 
my attention. He ſeems very happy, 
and I ſuppoſe is in good circum- 


ſtances. 


Juſt the reverſe, ſays Chiron, He 
is out upon bail, and had he the ready 


caſh, would play the ſame trick his 


brother coxcomb did the other day, 


by leaving them to pay the debt.— 
| But 
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OP THFCIAN- - 
But in hopes that ſome lucky legacy 
may fall in, he is going, dreſs'd as 
you ſee, to throw himſelf into the 
protection of the fleet. You ſee him 
turn in at the door. How genteely 
he makes himſelf acquainted with the 
people in the coffee-houſe. Aſks 
them all to ſupper, ſaying he ſhall 
only be there for one night, or elſe 
he would fix ſome future day.--- 
That his debts are only imaginary ones 


and counterfeited to make his ho- 


noured father bleed freely; and, ſays 
he, then T ſhall be in caſh again. 
How eagerly the audience ſwallow 
his well-gloſs'd tale, for many of 
them live to ſee him there years after. 
But 'tis high time to judge for your- 
ſelf, and fee with your own eyes. 


Here take tlie glaſs; tis ready for your 


fight; and tell me what you ſee. I lee, 
ſays Achilles, at firſt ſight all you have 


_ deſcribed to me: as fair and honeſt as 


: C 3 he 
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he ſeems outwardly, I perceive a 
I very bad heart underneath. He has 
9 told many groſs lies in his life time; 
| and often, only to get the return ofa 
common dinner, has ſet friends at 
in variance, fought a duel with a 
q poiſoned ſword, and debauched the 2 
fair daughters of near twenty inti- 
1 mate friends. What an heart? and 
| yet, that ſuch a fellow, ſhould have 
(| the appearance of a man of honour 
4 VEXES IMC. 
I Why ſhould that be, ſays Chiron, 
vou may as well be angry, that the 
ö groupe of young girls, now paſſing 
through Ludgate, look as modeſt as 
the beſt of the ſex, when they are 
all common and profeſt proſtitutes 
the world is all a maſquerade, and 0 
till you can pluck off the vizor, the b- 
ſecret will be hid. But, indeed, I Y 
don't know whether it is not better 
to be deceived ; let them wear the ©: 
| maſque 
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OPTICIAN. 31 
maſque on, and be life ſtill, ſay I, 
a continued maſquerade. 

But ſuppoſe, ſays Achilles, we 
for fancy's ſake, purſue the young 
gentleman abeve-named into his a- 
partments at the Fleet (under our 
eyes here) and watch his motions 
there; you will ſee him, ſays Chiron, 
the fame man in, as out of priſon; 


with or without money; when he 


has enough of the latter he is extra- 
vagant, when he has none, he is ex- 


travagant with his credit ; obſerve he 


wants burgundy, and damns the 
place as unfit for a gentleman, fig- 
nifying that they never had a gen- 
tleman like him before. | 

He talks much of parties of plea- 
ſure and ladies ; though the only 
female that viſits him is his laundreſs 
or bed- maker. Habituated to a vain 
life, he writes lettets and cards to 


himſelf, to ſhew his neighbours in 


C 4 the 
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the gallery that he is not neglected. 
And his barber, you will ſoon ſee, has 
a knock on the head for not combing =? 
his hair en azlle de pigion. What a 
wretch ! he is propoſing public ball 
nights, and ſwears there is no hu- 
mour 1n the place to what there was 
Jome years ago; for though this is 
his firſt viſit, he would fain be 4 
thought to have been there often q 

before, and deſires rather to be q 
thought a man who has ſpent two 1 
or three very good eſtates, than that 
he was born a beggar.— 4 

Have you enough of this ſtrange * 
and diflipated character, or ſhall I I 
ſhew him to you in another ſcene? 
writing (what think you) an hiſtory j 
of the Fleet, from the earlieſt ac- 9 
count of things, and viſiting the old 
ſubjects of the territory to gain freſh 
intelligence; ſee how he thanks that 


grey headed gentleman for informing | 
5 him 1 
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OPTICIAN” 1m 
him of ſome particulars about King 
Theodore, when firſt he was pri- 
ſoner there. Obſerve how expedi- 
tiouſly he takes memorandums, and 


informs them that his own hiſtory 


ſhall be at the latter end, for, ſays he, 
though the world knew much of me, 
and pretend to know more, yet I 
can tell them much more than they 
know or even gueſs at. You hear 
him ſing (but in a bad voice) and 


yet rather than not ſing at all he will 


begin.— 
All the world is but a priſon, &c. 


But I wiſh you would relieve me 


from ſo troubleſome a character. He 


engroſſes too much of our time for 
ſee— there are freſh characters be- 
low there, more worthy your. atten- 


tion.— 


As Chiron ſaid it happened, for a 
group of figures were ruſhing in high 
C5 ſeem- 
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ſeeming laughter under the gate-way 
which leads to Doctor's-Commons. 
Their imagined mirth was ſo nearly 
true, that Achilles ſaid, Well, we 
ſhall now have ſome pleaſant objects 
to drive away the laſt melancholy 
one. Tis rare to ſee ſo many peo- 


ple all in a mind at once. They are 
all in high ſpirits indeed, and I con- 


gratulate them. 


Chiron, interrupting him gently, 


ſaid, — Sure never was man more 
miſtaken! There is but one chearful 
heart in the whole body of them, 
and that is the gentleman there, who 
ſeems moſt melancholy. He is the 


parent of the young lady in yellow, 


and pretends a great value for his 
daughter at the day of marriage, 
that he may be excuſed giving any 
fortune, you may hear him as they 
are going under the gate-way, ſpeak 
thus to the future huſband. 
Sir, 
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oPTICIAN. 35 
Sir, the virtues and abilities, the 
good temper and unfeigned religion 


of that dear girl, are but known to 
myſelf. The world are ill- judges 


in ſuch matters. You this day will 


take from me the greateſt pleaſure, 
and deareſt pleaſure I have in life. 
The brighteſt jewel in my crown of 
earthly happineſs ; yet to make you 
bleſt, I part with her; willingly 1 
cannot ſay, but chearfully, however. 


The fortune I ſhall give to her 


hereafter, is a trifle compared to the 
loſs of her angelic company. Be hap- 


py; and to make you fo, I am con- 


tent to be miſerable. 


_ Obſerve all this time, (as I can 
prove in a minute or two) that the 
father and ſhe at home were always. 
wrangling ; that he knows ſhe had a 
baſtard boy by his journeyman, and 
that he further knows (a ſecret III 
engage, he never will tell, however 

C 6 he 
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he may blab to others) that at this 


very minute he is nearer being a 
bankrupt than ever he was in his 
Obſerve how he preſſes to invite 
the company to the wedding- dinner 
to-morrow, for to-day they are go- 
ing only to get the licence; and now 
watch a little cloſer, and you ſhall 
ſee a new ſcene at the Proctor's in 
Knight - Rider Street ; there, there, 
my Achilles, where the blinds of 
the windows are form'd of probates, 
licences, caveats, wills, &c. &c. 
as well to conceal the dirty raſcals in 
the office, as to exhibit, like lemon- 
peel at certain houſes, that punch is 
ſold there, as eccleſiaſtical law is ſold 
here. Pray, now, be attentive. 
Act their entry ſee how the clerk 
receives them, with his pen behind 


his ear, like an exciſeman, and his 
flannel ſave-ſhirts ; yet he is a gen- 


tle- 
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tleman, and would make you be- 
lieve (if you could believe ſuch im- 
pudence) that he repreſents the arch- 
biſhop. We courtiers, as the ſhoe- 
boys of St. James's call one another ; 
we courtiers, Sir! 

On the very mention of their 
wanting a licence, you ſee how he 
brandiſhes the old ſtale compliment 
of, © I hope to make you happy“. 


An impudent ſcoundrel! As if a 


ſquare piece of parchment, printed in 
part, and part written, with his bad 
pen, could lend an helping hand to 
ſuch happineſs as wiſe people only 


find, and fools only miſs. But how- 


ever, tis his beſt dialect, and he pays 
it promiſcuouſly, like chandlers with 
their welcome to every cuſtomer that 
comes to the ſhop. 

But you will ſee ſomething ſoon - 
come to paſs that you little expected, 
for you _— them all happy, 

the 
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the biter is bit! the future huſband, 
who wants to get ſome money with 
her, as on the other hand, the pa= 
rent does not intend to give any, * 
puts it off to day in order to get 
better terms. He tho't to expoſe the 1 
old fellow, her parent, but he does 
not ſo much as he would wiſh. 
However, you ſee 'tis enough to 
break off the marriage for to day, 
and whether it will ever come on 
again, I beſt know, for that need not 
appear yet. — 

You ſee they are all returning a- 
gain with equal pretended ſmiles, for 
they are not willing to betray the 
ſecret to the world; the parent and 
huſband are cautious for the ſake of 
their reputations, the company too do 1 
not care to be tho't ſuch fools, which 
they would be by all the world for at- | 
tending them in this ſecret expedi ?! 
tion, if they told the affair. = 


8 * 125 25 
— Nn $4 r AJ 
. De 
S WG de Et, 3 


9 
. 
N N 


* S 1 
5 I hd * 4 * * 
wo * 2 N 8 
4 8 8 3 "> hc DE.” 
WS e * n 


Sg ef fs 
„/ IR I EST 


OPTIC IAN. 39 


By their returning in the ſame 
manner, Ik now it without the help of 
my glaſs, I may ſay my never failing 
glaſs, for it never deceives me, and 
never will yourſelf : you are to ob- 
ſerve that this public trick of the 
huſband (that was to have been) has 
had the deſired effect; for rather 
than ſuffer his daughter to be re- 
diculed by her ſex, which would be 
the caſe if known; he conſents to 
4 pay ſome money down this even- 
ing. — 

There was no other method; no- 
thing but intereſt could govern the 
dirty raſcal of a father he would 
buffet ſhame moſt heartily. But the 
future huſband is a rich man, and he 
fears ever getting ſuch an opportunity 
in his life time again; beſides the 
private dread of the ſecret being 
known, of his . having 

walked 
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walked in the wrong path with his | 


Journeyman, 

But pray obſerve how the = 
bluſhes — and her ſex are pitying her, 
that ſhe has been robb'd, though for 
one night only of the ſex's joys ; 
poor ignorant ladies! ſhe has been 
married oftner than the quarterly 
chimes, in that town there before us, 
ſtrike in a quarter of a year; but if 
they knew it, they would not declare 
the ſecret. Like prieſts in idolatrous 
countries they will defend their 
follies, as the ſex will their own vices ; 
harſh truths my dear Achilles, but 
not the leſs true.- = 

Achilles was ſo ſtruck with what 
had been ſaid, and at the ſame time, 
ſo thoroughly believed it, that as the 
day advanced towards noon, when he 
was engaged to his commons in the 


temple (he being a ſtudent there) he 


| would not make uſe of the glaſs—ſtill 
Chiron 
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Chiron begged he would, and that 
he ſhould not take his word for 
If, — 

But he longed to go down and 
interrupt the marriage — ſaying, he 
could not bear to ſee a man ſo 
deceived as the future huſband would 


be. Chiron took him by the ſleeve, 


and faid, don't be irapatient, when 
you have had twenty lectures more 
you will be reconciled to every thing, 
you will ſee the world as it is; and 
then you will know the reaſon why 
moſt things are concealed from 
human fight. There would be few 
marriages if the truth was always 
known, I mean of friends, family, 
fortune or reputation ; 'tis better to 
have a veil over us, otherwiſe, even 


the trifles of a dinner, would hardly 


be eat with any ſatisfaction, if every 


body knew how dirtily the victuals 
was of ten dreſt.— 


But 
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OPTICIAN. 43 


CHA P. III. 


a 


© | Mentioned to you, my dear 
4 Achilles, at the beginning of 
theſe our lectures, that I propoſed 
turning all the profits of my new- 
invented glaſs, which I know will be 
univerſal, into a fund for ſome chari- 
ty, which I mentioned to you was 
yet unpractiſed in this iſland. The 
day is ſo hazy and cloudy, that fear 
our lectures and obſervations will be 
ſhort 'till it clears up. Suppoſe I 
truſt you with the hiſtory of that 
plan, I deſign. for the good of this 
country, though, if you knew all 
they little deſerve it of me. How- 
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ever be that to them. 

You ſeem ſtruck when I fay they 
have ill uſed me; I will give you one 
inſtance, which ſhall be as good as 
one thouſand or ten thouſand, and 
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truſt me, my Achilles, I never de- 
ceive! truth indeed has been my ruin; 
could I have ly'd, betray'd, flatter'd, 
fawn'd, cajol'd, brib'd, plotted, con- 
ſpir'd, pimp'd, whiſper'd, bullied, 
hector'd, and ſtood a kick like my 
neighbours, I ſhould now have rode 


in my coach, nor been obliged to 


have invented this glaſs for my ſub- 
ſiſtance. However, it proves ne- 
ceſſity is the mother of all invention, 
for if I had not wanted, I ſhould ne- 
ver have employed my mind to bring 
it to perfection; which, indeed, took 


me up more time than Tl take up of 


yours to explain it to you. 
But I am to tell you of my laſt 


diſappointment : it was this, neither 


more or leſs—you muſt know, then, 
that the mathematics, particularly 


aſtronomy and navigation, have been 


my ſtudy from my youth upward, 
or as our countryman Shakeſpear 


ſays, 
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ſays, even from my boyiſh days--and yet 
do you know, Sir, that the- mathe- 
XZ maticalmaſterſhip of that royal ſchool 
under us was vacant; and with all 
my merit, I could only get two votes, 
who were gentlemen of the body, 
that had the ſame turn themſelves; 
while a fellow obtained it with eaſe, 
Z becauſe his father's brother married 
the widow of an alderman of this 
3 city—who never learned to read or 
vrite.— 
Y My other diſappointment vex'd 
me I own, and indeed, was the occa- 
ſion of my quitting the world. You 
ſee an old building there with piazzas, 
not far from the South-ſea Houſe ; 
they have profeſſors there of every 
ſcience ; believe me, I long'd to lead 
an academic life, and recover the 
honour of that very noble foundation 
noble I call it, not as founded by a 
nobleman, for he was only a citizen 
and 
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46 THE MENTAL 
and knighted, but the deſign is noble. 
The aſtronomy profeſſor was vacant, 


I tried for it, but tried in vain; it 
was given almoſt without aſking, to 


a perſon, who ſcarce could call the i 
ſtars by their names: yet aſk the re- 
ſon, and the anſwer is always at their 
mouths ? why his intereſt with the 
Duke of Ds houſe-keeper is 
very ſtrong, and he ought to have # 
it. 4 


Thus goes preferment in this moſt 
paltry country ; nor are you to won- 
der why the beſt ſoldiers, ſea-men, 
mechanics, and worthy men appear 
to advantage in foreign courts—no 
man, you know, is a prophet at 
home. But ſure they might be 
well treated at home, if they did 
not get the preferment of their coun- * 
try. But, inſtead of it, tis enough = i 


to be ingenious to be deſpiſed, — 4 
I have known boobies without 


number 
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OPTICIAN. 47 
number all the length of that great 
ſtreet there, who, when they have 


by great pains and ſtratagem got a 
man of genius to condeſcend ſo low 


as to paſs a day with them, and have 


invited all their couſins and neigh- 


bours to enjoy the ſight; nay, un- 
known to him, have been proud to 
own, that ſuch a day the great and 
ingenious Mr. B— paſt ſome 
hours there; and yet in private, this 
gentleman's refined converſation has 
been laugh'd at the moment he has 
quitted the room; and the beaſtly 
fellow of a city cook and common- 
council man, has been preferred for 
tbe continance, becauſe he could 
give them reliques of my Lord 
Mayor's ſupper re-dreſt, and ſerved 
up not a- la mode de Paris, but 


2 a-la mode de Manſion Houſe, — 


Viſiters, my dear pupil, are very 
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43 THE MENTAL 
is ſo pleaſing, that every raſcal (inca- 
pable of thoſe noble emotions) would 
make you believe he invites with 
that view, but it is to eat and drink 
and not improve. Thus compaſſion 
is ſo amiable and excellent a virtue, 
that even jailors affect it. Even ſuch 
as Dean Swift obſerves, in his beauti- 
ful deſcription of the morning, who 


would let out their flock to ſteal for fees, 


after being reprieved for their firſt 
crime; and ſo run the hazard of a 
freſh perſecution of the law, to feed 


them or their wives on a party of 


pleaſure, to ſome hamlet near this 
wicked metropolis. _ 

Indeed I ſcarce ever knew a man, 
in my vaſt knowledge of the human 
ſpecies, who did not affect to be 
what he was not; miſers, by one feaſt, 


affect to paſs for generous and hoſpi- 
table, becauſe they know the name of 


ſuch a character gains reſpect ; cow- 
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ards are brave, if you will believe 
themſelves; and butchers, ' pitiful, 
But our plan, ſays Chiron, is to ſee 
mankind as they are, and not as they 
ſeem. 
Indeed, ſays Achilles, you have 
taught me to do ſo: I feel the ad- 
vantage of it, and never will ſwerve 
from your rules, which may indeed 
be called the golden ones. But you 
forgot, as the day is thick and hazy, 
and unfit for ſpeculation, that you 
are to tell me of the new charity 
(vet unknown in this iſland) that is 
to engroſs the bulk of your fortune; 
for 1 do imagine, that nothing leſs 
than a capital one, will ariſe from 
2 ſuch an univerſally uſeful machine; 
provided the world take that delight 
in it I do, they may not only find de- 
light but improvement. 
I ſtand reproved (ſays Chiron) 
and will explain myſelf, nay, in the 
1 D ſhorteſt 
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ſhorteſt method I can, for the day 


may yet clear up, and then more 
material affairs, than my reveries, are 


to be minded, — 

Why, Sir, in Holland T took the 
hint, and would improve upon it 
—— the lame, and the ſick, the mad, 
and the poor, are amply provided for 
in this vait metropolis; nay the peo- 
ple without reaſon, and their ſenſes, 
are better taken care of, than thoſe 
who are endowed with all excellence 


of genius; they are left, as Mr. 


Pope ſays, To providence : or which 
they mean, as well, to their wits, 


Thus London ſwarms with gentle- 
men fit to direct every artificer and 


mechanic, and yet not being bred to 
any particular branch, abſolutely 


ſtarves; while the world are fattening 


on his inventions. No man is fo 
generally {lighted as the gentleman. 


ul, where they think he is paid 
ſuſh- 
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OPTICIAN. 51 
ſufficiently by reſpect; I can't fay, 
but it would appear ſo, as they ſel- 
dom give him any thing elſe : the 
carpenter, the joiner, the painter, the 
carver, the ſmith, and the plaiſterer 
care not about reſpect; they want 
their wages, and they have them; 
and, in the affair of argument and 
altercation, they had juſt as live hear 
themſelves called by wrong names as 
right ones : the gentleman, like the 
ſenſitive plant, ſhrinks at the firſt 
touch of ill uſage, He never after a 
ſlight returns again, and by this 
means they are eaſily got rid of ; not 
like the obſequious Frenchman when 
he was ſhut out of the door by his 
maſter, came in at the window, 


a and that being cloſed, he let himſelf 
down the chimney, ſwearing, ac- 
+ cording to the cuſtom of the coun- 
try, that he was miſerable but in the 
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&2 THE MENTAL 
company of ſo good, ſo great, and ſo 
generous a maſter, 

But I wander ſtrangely, it ſhall be 
the laſt time, and yet rhapſody is the 
faſhion below there in the buſy 
world, and why not practiſe it a- 
bove?—There is no chance of the 
day recovering itſelf; we have loſt 
our labour as to diſcerning any thing, 
but will not loſe our time, therefore 
attend — And I flatter myſelf, in pity 
to the fair ſufferers, you will eſteem 
my plan—pray now attend, — __ 

Well, then, the only unfortunate 


perſons unprovided for, ſeem to me 
to be the unfortunate women of the 


town, as they are called: many of 
theſe would return to induſtry, and 
a country life, could they but get 
a character; that is gone, and what is 
worſe, the very man who ruins them, 


next their own ſex, ſeems their great- 
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eſt perſecutor. What can we. ſay ? 


is it to whiten by their ſides, that 


females in general make them ſo 
black ? for I have ever obſerved, that 
no woman is „ ruined till 
the mouths of her ſex are open a- 
gainſt her. 

Well, in pity to theſe, who were 
all bred tenderly, and coſt their 


mothers no trifling pains in rearing, 


and who, as I ſaid before, would all 
return to the ſtandard of virtue, if 
properly encouraged : I would erect 
a large building, not unlike that 
hoſpital there among the green mea- 
dows, lately raiſed for the protection 
and preſervation of foundlings. My 
building ſhould conſiſt of two wings 
and a centre, which, asthere, ou d be 
the chapel. 5 

One of theſe wings ſhould be ſet 
apart for the kind reception of un- 
fortunate ladies of ſuperior birth; the 


PLL other 
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other for thoſe of an inferior one. 
They ſhould never meet but at chap- 
pel, and then be divided by the mid- 


dle iſle ; I mean this only as a mark 
of reſpect, to what the former had 


been, which though ſeemingly tri- 


fling, would raiſe their ſpirits and 
help forward their cure. 

There ſhould not be a man-ſer- 
vant about the houſe, nor even the 
garden; nor ſhould the domeſtics be 
thoſe but of the very beſt characters, 


that they might by example, gain 
upon, and forward their repentance 


for ſervants of a proſtitute kind, 
would either inſult, or promote, by 


their ill timed diſcourſe, their unhap- 


py fituation. 
Once admitted within theſe walls, 
they ſhould never depart but to 


- marry, or be reſtored to their friends 


or parents : : and there ſhould be no 


fraud in ths, for theſe very parents 


ſhould 


OPTICIAN. "on 


ſhould tie themſelves by a bond of 
ſevere penalty, that it was not for a 
temporary viſit, but to preſerve them 
for ever, that they took them from 
their ſolitude, But I ſhould firſt 
have told you, that the name of the 

hoſpital ſhould be Samaria— 
Well you ſee I have chriſtened, 
built, and endowed it in fancy. 
And I hope to ſee it further planned 
than on paper; I aſſure you my heart 
bleeds for many of them: nor do T 
believe, but example, regularity, and 
Z ſobriety, would cure the moſt repro- 
* bate; and to effect this the ſooner, 


no inflaming meats or drinks, ſhould 


be allowed within the walls of 
Samaria: you ſee the name pleaſes me 
by ſo often repeating it.— 

They ſhould all follow their 
favourite labours, whether of la- 
bour or delicacy ; and as the hoſpital 
or college ſhould find the materials, 
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there could be no excuſe for idleneſs. 
the tapeſtry manufacture might ſuc- 
cced very well, and all thoſe pro- 
ductions in lace, which every city in 
Flanders ſo eminently abound with; 
and the profits ſhould go to proper 
trultces to Keep for them, as portions | 7 
on their marriage to ſome honeſt 
induſtrious tradeſman, approved of by < 3 
the ſociety. A 

How do you like my plan, my 
Achilles? filence is both a proof of 
approbation and diſhke — but you 
are an humane man and have an heart, 
and therefore it muſt pleaſe you, 
Indeed, ſays Achilles, I am all at- 
tention, and only wiſh to ſee your 
wiſhes and inclinations brought to 
perfection. But pray, if I may be 
ſo daring as to aſk a queſtion in an 
affair you ſeem to have perfected 
within yourſelf; how are the candi- 
dates to this place to be admitted? 
for 
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OPTICIAN. 57 
for there are ſuch very impudent 


2 I ones who would wear the maſk *till 
2 15 got within the walls of your 


Samaria, that when once admitted, 
would infect the whole community, 
by ſwearing, lying, noiſe, obſcene 
talking, and the like — how is that to 
be guarded againſ ? 

Why, ſays Chiron, I like 
queſtion, and though a particular Ft 
I ſhall 'give one general anſwer: 
I would have proper -puniſhments, 
rather of ſhame than corporal ones— 
a badge on ſome conſpicuous part 
of - their dreſs ſhould diſtinguiſh a 
delinquent ; as on the other hand, 
a badge of honour ſhould mark the 
truly meritorious : if theſe could not 
effect my deſign, there ſhould be 
forfeitures of money from their 
own earnings, abatements in their food 
and dreſs, an impriſonment on days of 
walking in the garden, which ſhould 
be the only amuſement allowe:].- 

D 5 
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But if after all, theſe ſlight puniſh- 
ments had no effect; expulſion with 


a brand on the cheek ſhould diſtin- 


guiſh them through life, and by 


ſpoiling their beſt features, prevent 
their gaining by their beauty, what 


they might have obtained by home 
induſtry ; I fancy they would eaſily 


be governed, and the better to effect 


this they ſhould never ſleep alone, 
but four in a room, and theſe often 
changed in a regular rotation; that any 
ſecrets might tranſpire which, from 
the natural treachery of mankind, 
you are ſure to gain where numbers 
are concerned, 

1 am ſo charm'd at the plan, 
that I wiſh for the completion of it, 
The people of tliis iſland are ready 
enough to follow, though cold in 


beginning a plan of this nature; an _ 
inſtance of this now ſtands before us; 


where 
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where the Foundling Hoſpital has in 
a few years, raiſed its head ſo, as to 
vie with thoſe ofroyal foundations, and 
yet how ſlow were we in beginning 
it ? when every country in the known 


world had an orphan houſe of this 


kind, and when gentlemen who had 


> travelled, were perpetually bringing 
home accounts of the ſacceſs thoſe 


foundations met with in all chriſtian 
countries. 

Oh! pray, ſays Achilles, don't 
talk only of chriſtian countries for 
charity, I would ſooner be diſtreſt 
among thoſe who are called barba- 
rians, than in this very city; for ob- 
ſerve before us a man is fallen down 
in a fit oppoſite that woollen draper's 
door; and yet, tho' a glaſs of water 
would recover him, it is grudged ; 
and all the people of the houſe 
are — him off their ſteps, calling 
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him a bite, and a cheat, and a knaye, 


and a trickſter. 

Well, as the day has continued, 
your hiſtory has anſwered my moſt 
eager wiſhes; but we have great 


_ arrears of converſation and obſerva- 
tion yet to come; to morrow, I hope, 


we ſhall find freſh ſubjects and 
fair weather. 

Till then, ſays Achilles, I will 
treaſure up your noble plan, and 
not impart it; for I ſuppoſe your 
principal aim is to keep it to your- 
ielf, that the world may not rob 
you of . the ſatisfaction you pro- 
poſe to yourſelf, in leading the way 


to what I hope will be follow- 


ed by every independant man of 
fortune in this metropolis——Adieu! 
to morrow will be a new day, and 
great are my expectations! adieu 
— till then, and believe me, your 

Cha- 
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OPTICTIAN, 6r 
character and reputation in this 
world, and reward in the next, 
ought to be as great as thoſe who 
have taken care of the lame, the 
mad, the ſick and the aged; loſs 
of virtue, or loſs of reaſon, are melan- 


choly ſituations, Adieu. 


CHAP, 
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UR pupil, who now began to 
take great delight in his pre- 

ceptor, never failed being punctual 
to his appointment ; he was, indeed, 
generally before his time ; which by 
ſtrict obſervers, may be called a kind 
of impunctuality. As thoſe, accord- 
ing to a very vulgar ſaying, are call'd 
bad pay, who pay before hand, no 
leſs than thoſe who never pay at 
all. —— 

We will ſuppoſe, then, thrice mild 
and attentive reader ! that our cham. 
pions have again mounted the ſtage ; 
and that, like critics in general, they 
have an undoubted right to make 
' remarks on what paſſes before them 
they plead the ſame licence too, with 
all others—which is, perhaps, that 
they are in no wiſe culpable them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, and therefore can ſee deeper 


into the follies and vanities of their 


- neighbours. 


Achilles had, for ow minutes, 
been employed in obſerving two 
gentlemen, both richly capariſon'd, 
greeting each other in Ludgate- 
Street, ſo as almoſt to repreſent a 
living picture of every ſalutation 
tavern. He could not (young and 
unexperienced as he was yet in the 
heart of man) but imagine them 
moſt intimate friends and acquain- 
tance—and ſeem'd to lament there 
were not more ſuch in the world ! for 
we are certainly form'd for ſocial life, 
ſays he—even monks of the ſtricteſt 
and ſevereſt orders, though forbid to 
converſe (as I have heard thoſe of the 
Chartreuſe fraternities are peremp- 
torily injoined filence to each other) 
will often run the hazard of expul- 
_ to talk together. — Am I de- 
Es ceived 
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ceived though? perhaps, they may 
nct, as the world goes, be friends in- 


wardly? pray inform me. 
You are properly and judiciouſly 


diffident, ſays Chiron — they are 
what you ſuſpect, they are two no- 


torious gamblers; who like Lockit 
and Peachum in a certain opera, no 


doubt well known to you, by being 
mutually able to hang each other, 
are of courſe very ſilent and very 
complaiſant; the man in green and 
gold with a bag-wig, if he dar'd, 
would call the other, dreſt in * 
embroidery, a very great raſcal, if he 
was not afraid of hearing the ſame 
word re-eccho'd to him again. So 
runs the world in general. 

Prime m rs are afraid of 
m rs, and M—-—rs of prime 
m rs, the ſecrets are mutual ; 
and there would be as little ſatiſ- 
faction in a quarrel between ſuch 


people, 
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OPTICIAN: 65 
people, as with two proſtitutes in 
Drury-Lane, where you're a whore 
and you're another, would be the 
Alpha and Omega of their dialogue. 
Nor is this confin'd to high life only, 
the quarrel would turn out jutt the 
ſame with the phyſician and apo- 
thecary, the counſellor and attorney, 
the taylor and the woollen-draper, 
the glazier and plumber, or ſtill more 
I fear, between the publiſher and 
author, But that you may not take 
it entirely on my zp/ſe dixit, hold the 


glaſs and judge for yourſelf, 


Achilles obeyed ! and would in a 


moment have returned the teleſcope 


to him again, with every ſatisfaction, 
had not Chiron expreſsly bid him 
continue looking; for, ſays he, theſe 
are characters worth ſtudying, ſo 
tell me if I am right! are they not 
as much as they hate each other in 


general, in this particular united ? 


they 
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they are now meditating the ruin of 
a young gentleman this evening, and 
propoſing an hour's meeting at ſome 
ſecure and proper place to cog the 
dice, and mark the cards they are to 
play with this evening: they are al- 
lotting to themſelves his freeholds, 
his copyholds, his lands and beaves, 
as Shakeſpear calls them, and divi- 
ding the lion's ſkin before the beaſt 


is well deſtroyed ; they are prema- 


ture in this diſſection of their animal, 
for in leſs than an hour, if we tho't 


it worth while to purſue them, you 


would ſee them both dragg'd to 
priſon by a chief juſtice's warrant ; 
never. mind them, let them go, here 
are objects better worth your attention 
and ſpeculation, 
Achilles obeyed, as indeed, the 
mildneſs of his preceptor's behaviour 
claimed all obedience; and looking 


again ſaid, that groupe of ladies 
there, 
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there, ſeem ſo chearful, that I almoſt 
envy tbem; at this great diſtance I ſeem 
to hear them laugh and aloudtoo: fan- 
cy governs very much, but if thoſe 
people are not happy, I am miſtaken-- 
why you never were more ſo I be- 
lieve, ſays Chiron. They are all fad at 
heart, they are all kept miſtreſſes! 
uncertain with all that gayet“ duceur, 
andtrick'd off in all that finery, whe- 
ther at the week's end, they ſhall 
be ſecure of any certain habitation. 

They are all privately in debt, for 
what they dare not own to their 
keepers; and the moment they are 
turn'd off, will all feel the miſery of 
F debtors without a friend. to relieve - 
them; and, indeed, if you knew all, 
they do not deſerve one. She in blue, 
whoſeems ſoſmiling, free and good na- 
tured, quitted not many days ago her 
keeper s arms, for thoſe of his groom; 
from whom ſhe received an injury 


(which 


. 1 n . 
N * Wt Epos Js n © 23 — ws 
*; 4 wy . 


68 THE MENTAL 


(which you had better imagine than 
I expreſs) the which ſhe has com- 
municated to her beſt friend; ſo that 
a few days will end her power and 
grandeur; for the moment he finds 
out that his health is in danger, you 
will ſee as Othello ſays, that zhe food 


which was ſweeter than locuſts, will 


then be as bitter as coloquintida. 


The lady in pink colour, has a 
ſimilar head and ſimilar heart; tho“ 
her fate will in the end be different: 


with that very meek countenance of 


her's, I aſſure you, ſhe can not only 
uſe her tongue, but her hand: and, 


in a few days, in a heat of paſſion ſhe 


will murder her paramour with his 


own piſtol, There is no knowing 
the world, ſays Achilles—as far as 
my bare eye could guide me, I own, 
I thought her little leſs than angel, 
nor muſt I diſpute what you ſay, 


when the proof is ſo near at hand, for 
I 
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1 preſume you have carefully watch'd 

them with your glaſs, which I am 
now impatient to do alſo. Hold, 
ſays Chiron! I fear it will ſet you a- 
gainſt the ſex: the groupe are large 
and numerous, and if two of them 
have made ſo unfavourable an im- 
preſſion on you, I fear the reſt will 
not improve upon your liking. How- 
ever, if you'll promiſe not to be a 
woman hater and impeach the au- 
thor, I will tell you the real and ex- 
act hiſtory of all the reſt. You may 
depend, ſays Achilles, on my diſcre- 


tion and filence, for I agree with you 


that the ſex, like catholic prieſts, tho 
they'll attack each other individually 
themſelves, yet they all unite if any 
one attacks them. But Tm impa- 
tient to know what relates to the 
reſt of them, and I think there are 
ſeven more whoſe hiſtory is yet un- 
known to me, 


The 
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The lady in yellow who makes 
the third in that groupe before us, 
is the daughter of a once conſiderable 
merchant in this city; he faild in 


trade, was a bankrupt, and ſomething 


ſo very bad appeared on a ſcrutiny of 


his affairs, that his creditors ſhew'd 


him little or no favour afterwards. 
I mention this only to ſhew that the 
family muſt of courſe be in great 
diſtreſs. There were three daugh- 


ters all tolerably handſome. But 
this lady, whoſe fate is our preſent 7 


ſubject and object, was the faireſt and 
moſt accompliſh'd, owing to the pe- 
culiar fondneſs of her aunt, who, 
from a very ſmall purſe and pittance 
of income, gave her additional edu- 


cation over her other ſiſters. What 


an ungratefut world we live in! and, 
as a very great writer ſays, how many 
people in life will do a generous 
thing, while one is very ſeldom 
found, 
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ſound, that can, or will do a 9 
ful one. g 

While the family were now in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs, uncertain what paths 
they ſhould or had the opportunity 
of taking ; a young merchant, by 
name Horatio, addreſt himſelf to 
this lady, whoſe parents, no doubt, 
accepted his offers. He fooliſhly 
imagined diſtreſs had ſoftened her 
mind, if ever, indeed, her mind ſtood 
in need of it; but moreover thought, 
and even ſaid, my raiſing her from 
the duſt will be ſuch a tie upon her 


conduct and temper, that no doubt I 


ſhall be the happieſt of all men. To 


all which ſhe anſwered yes, though 


not in that plain monoſyllable, for 


|. ſhe had the ſex's arts, to bluſh, to 


ſpeak half words, to faint, to aſſent, 
to pity and to weep as occaſion requi- 
red. Well, a marriage almoſt en- 
ſued ; Horatio to ſhew how noble 
his 
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his intentions were, made her a pre- 
ſent of 40001. ſaying, that then ſhe 
was independant, and that he ſhould 
take more pleaſure in courting his 


equal, than inferior; and left it to her 
honour afterwards, whether ſhe. 


would make him the happy man or 
no, adding, that if ſhe could find a 


worthier, he would honourably, tho' 
ſhe could not think willingly, reſign 
_ = 

The lawyers had done their part 
in fixing the money in her hands ; 


the prieſt was ready, much expence 
of wedding clothes enſued, the very 
coaches were engaged to caity the 


parties into country air, the better to 


conſummate their nuptials. When 


on a fudden miſs was not to be 
found; and time, the faithful revea- 
ler of all human ſecrets, inform'd 
them, that miſs the night before 
went away with a young Iriſh lieu- 

3 5 tenan 
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tenant; lived with him in defiance of 
wedlock, 'till the bold hero had 
melted down her fortune. When 
after variety of ſtruggles, neceſſities, 
diſappointments, and vexations, inci- 
dent to that part of the fair ſex; ſhe 
became as common as the beaten 
path of Fleet-Street. Shall I de- 
ſcribe another to you ? their cha- 
racters and ſituations are ſo ſimilar, 
that I think I need not—and yet I 
think that lady in the ſtriped fack 
requires tome little mention; for her 
caſe is very unfortunate, and though 
ſhe deſerved pity from her friends in 
particular, and the world in general; 
ſhe never found it but in myſelf, 
and I don't doubt but ſhe will in you, 
whoſe tenderneſs I have often 
watch'd, when I tell you what I 
know of her. | 

She was the daughter of a mer- 
chant too, who educated her, and 
Ei =” | her 
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her ſiſters more elegantly than he 
ought, as he privately knew his cir- 
cumſtances; while they were entire- 
Iy ignorant whether they were here- 
after to be the cuſtomer or ſhop- 
keeper—or in other words, the de- 
pendant or fine lady. To come to 
the point; that very lady married 
a young gentleman againſt conſent, 
who was then a ſtudent at Oxford or 
Cambridge, and under age. This 
was a fine plea to fave a fortune, 
which never was intended to be 
given, and which, indeed, the father 
had not to give. But a great 
clamour enſues miſs is pack d a- 
way with the old heart - break ing 
paternal hint; as we find put into 
Priuli's mouth in Venice Preſer- 
ved.— 23 


— Get brats and ſtarve— 
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Family interceſſions were all ra- 
ther freſh fuel to the villain's anger, 
than mitigation and alleviation of this 
horrible and unpardonable offence ; 
for the young gentleman dying un- 
der age could not make any provi- 
ſion for her: the doors at home 
were all cruelly ſhut, and as ſtrict 


orders given to render no aſſiſtance, 
as there were to thoſe who would 
have thrown a loaf in the path of 


Jane Shore. Every relation was for- 
bid to entertain her, on fulminating 


threats of not being ſharers of his 


favours at his death, which num- 
bers expected, and expected in 
Vain, 

The young lady's caſe was truly 


deplorable ; ſhe throws herſelf into 
the dependency of a ſervant, rather 
than take to this evil courſe — But 


the very woman, under whoſe go- 
E. 2 Verne 
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76 THE MENTAL 
vernment ſhe put herſelf, fold her to 


infamy, and contrived ſuch ways and 


means to undo her, as the poor lady 
could not well eſcape - what think 
you ? ſhe had opium given her to 
deſtroy her ſenſes awhile, during 


which interval ſhe fell a ſacrifice to 
luſt and brutality. 


I could almoſt wiſh, ſays Achilles, 
ſome -kind friend would relieve 
her. You have, anſwered Chiron, 
anticipated my intentions—my plan 
is for her happineſs—I know her 
heart, I know her ſufferings, and 


truly ſuffer for her; in a few days 


ſhe will be happy. Aſk no particu- 


lars, how or where — enough at pre- 
ſent; yet I promiſe it ſhall be ſo, and 


I never deceived you yet in any thing. 
But our time is expired — you re- 
member what an engagement we have 
upon-our hands—there is no failing 

in 
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in it— tis to ſollicit you know, a 
pardon for a poor felon, and to mor- 
row is the day of execution Judge 
if we have a moment to en ! 
what remains below are trifles to the 
very momentous affairs we have in 
hand—nothing leſs than bringing a 
miſerable being into life and happi- 


neſs—both which I know he de- 
ſerves, 


B 3... WAS 
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Have tried moſt pleaſures in their 


turn (faid Chiron as he and his 


pupil aſcended the ſtairs this morn- 
ing) ever fince I firſt knew London 
J have been as late at a tavern, eat 
as hearty a meat ſupper, and drank 
as plentiful a bottle to my ſhare, as 
any alderman of a ward, or his de- 
puty; and yet 1 found it all vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit.— 
- 1 have been a great Dilitanti ip 
my time too, ſaid Chiron, and ſeldom 
or ever miſs'd viſiting the evening ene 
tertainment among thoſe green trees 
there on the other fide the Thames 
and yet after a time it all vaniſhed 
like a laſt night's dream, ſcarce lea- 
ving an impreſſion to found a com- 
mon ſtory on. Nay, I even went 


further ! for I lov'd dreſs, and women, 
and 
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and ſplendor, and equipage; but grew 
as tired of the ſeeming ſweets of all 
theſe things, as a confectioner's 
young apprentice does of his maſter's 


dainty commodities, and for the 


ſame reaſon too, becauſe they were 
in poſſeſſion— What ſays my friend 


Pope? 


* Pleaſures are ever in our hands 
or eyes: 

“ And, when in act chey ceaſe, i in 

<« proſpect riſe,” 

But I now moſt ingeniouſ y de- 
clare to you, my Achilles! that I 
have little other amuſement left fos 
my ſnuff of life, than obſerving my- 


ſelf, or communicating my obſerva- 


tions to others. But this humour of 
mine extends not to every body—and 
however open I am to you, from a 
ſympathy I can't expreſs, I am very 

DD. E 4 re- 
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recluſe to others, inſomuch that J 


have been often and am till called 
the hermit, the philoſopher, old 


moroſe, the cynic, the ſnarler, and 


what not; names which I privately 
ſmiled at, as it prov'd what I more 
immediately wiſht for ; namely, that 
I had done with life, and was. not 8 
man of this world. 
To tell you the truth, my Achilles, 

it is unhappy to be let behind the 
ſcenes of this life; the play goes on 
well enough while we are deceived, 
and really think like children, that 
heroes, are heroes, and lovers, lov- 
ers, but like the true theatre of life, 
heroes do very dirty things behind 
the curtain, and there 1s no hate ſo 
keen as that of tragedy or comedy 
lovers. . 
The firſt plays we ſee of either 
the public or private ſtage, are the 
moſt pleaſing. We are ſurprized, 
delighted, 
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OPTICIAN. 81 
delighted, puzzlec how it ſhould be, 


eager for a ſecond, a third, and a 


fourth, till at laſt judgment ripening, 
and an unlucky admittance by ſome 


unkind friend behind the ſcenes to a 


rehearſal, diſcovers the king a beggar, 
the nun no better than a proſtitute, 


and the prieſt or friar a drunken ſot; 
you depart vext, with you had never 


ſeen ſo much, and from that very 
day hate your once moſt favourite 
amuſement . ũ | 
How proud is the country alder- 
man to have his hand ſqueez'd by a 
duke, or if his grace ſtands godfather 
the whole family are in extaſy. A 
few years afterwards, my lord's pro- 
miſory bill of words not being ho- 
nour'd or accepted, the poor wretch 


ſees for the future with different eyes, 


and almoſt hatcs the ſight of a coro- 


net as it paſſes through the town, 
much more if it ſtops at his door. 


E 5 8 
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Pray, was he not the happier man 
while the pleaſing dream of his diſ- 
appointment laſted ; and ſo was 1, 
my Achilles, while like a French- 
man, I believed that my mind re- 
Joiced, and was even raviſhed at my 


Happineſs, or mortified and confoun- 


ded at my mifery.— 


But of all dreams, the dream of 


love is the moſt enchanting while it 
laſts; the touch of the hand, the 
whiſper, the gew-gaw preſent, but 
above all, the irrefiſtible tear from 
thoſe we love, is what 'one would 
wiſh not to be awaken'd from ; and 
yet women are ſuch animals, that 
like beggars, they at once declare 
the protection they ſought and even 
obtained was-not for the honour of 
it, but to ſave them from a worſe 
perſecution : either ſome old ſnarling 
mother-in-law, ſpiteful aunt, or en- 
_ vious maiden aſter, was what ſhe fled 
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from, and ſo took ſhelter under you. 
But I ſee we are arrived. — Come, 
let us loſe no time, perhaps we may 
find ſome objects and proofs in point, 
as the lawyers term it. The ſooner 
we begin the better.- — 

If ſo, ſays Achilles, pray tell me 
at once, before they get out of ſight, 
who that lady and gentleman are, 
walking arm in arm, no doubt hap- 
py, for they ſmile and are well dreſt. 
A common trap, ſays Chiron, per- 
haps the two very material ſymptoms 
of their being miſerable, But as 
they ſeem in a hurry, and may per- 
hays by turning up ſome. by ſtreet or 
court, diſappear from our eyes, pray 
take the glaſs, and tell me what you 
find.. | 

Why, at once the contrary, ſays 
Achilles. The man has injured the 
lady in her bed, though but lately 
married, in a particular manner, and 
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the woman is generous enough to go 
with him to a ſurgeon, and even let 
it paſs at home for ſome diſorder na- 


tural to the ſex, while ſhe enters in- 
to and goes through a proper regimen: 
She ſeem'd a woman of a thouſand juſt 
now, but ſhe pretended among 
friends, as the fortune was on her ſide, 
to marry him for love; and it is more 
to avoid the jeers of her ſex, than 
out of regard to him ; for the real and 
unfeigned reaſon of marrying him 
was to know the lawful pleaſures of 
matcimony in ſafety, and get rid of 
many poor relations, who hung heavy 
on her, and who now are forced to 
depart—becauſe ſhe cries, You know 
my dear couſins and kinsfolks, wo- 
men Have no power, and I am afraid 
to diſobey my huſband. — 

As to the huſband, ſays Chiron, 
take away your glaſs a moment, and 
I will prove to you that he is not to- 

blame; 
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blame; for his wife gave him the 
diſorder: ſhe on account of this new 
marriage was obliged to ſtay longer 
than ordinary for ſome certain cere- 
monies, and ſo knowing the ſanction 
would come at laſt, ſhe run a hazard 
with a young lawyer's clerk of the 
one or other, either a child, or what 
| ſhe is now plagued with. But theſe 
are ſecrets ſhe never will declare,— 

But my Achilles, you hit up- 
on ſuch unlucky objects, that I 
loſe one of the ends of my com- 
ing here which is, to be the laugh- 
ing and not weeping philoſopher, — 
there are plenty enough of objects, 
can't you ſelect them as you would 
in the proſpect of a country ; if your 
glaſs preſented you with a ſandy de- 
fart or brown heath, you would with- 
out being order'd, move it ſo as to pleaſe 
your eye with a freſh object of trees 

and 
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and waters, would you not ? then 
why not practiſe the ſame here ?— 

Why, to tell you the truth, ſays 
Achilles, I am for diving into the 
deepeſt diſtreſs of human nature, I 
like this rocking of the battlements, 
ſays Zanga, and even in illneſs I 
would always beg to know the worſt 
that might befal me. A phyſician 
in illneſs hke a phyfician in philoſo- 
phy, who would deceive and footh 
me, ſhould never have a ſecond fee 
from me. 

But I believe, ſays Achilles, that 
I ſhall now pleaſe you. That young 
gentleman in deep mourning, who 1s 


bending his courſe towards doctors 


commons, no doubt has buried ſome 
covetous father or rich relation, and 
will now meet the reward of his 
long patience' and ſuffering, I can 
imagine him chearful enough, now ! 
what ſay you my kind preceptor ?— 

Why, 
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Why, only that you never were 
more deceived in all your life, —his 
father is indeed dead, and has left 
him a conſiderable eſtate, but tis 
involved ſo by the ſon's engagements, 
that it is ſcarce worth his taking the 
name of it; this makes him me- 
lancholy, the money 1s long fince 
ſpent, and now his imagination gives 
him a noble fortune which he can 
never enjoy. He has an income of 
one thouſand five hundred pounds 
per annum in his mind, in his pocket 
it will be quite other wiſe. 


Moſt of the debts he paid an ex- 


travagant premium and intereſt for at 
firſt, his vexation is to pay in earneſt 
a full hundred pounds for which he 
never received twenty. If T had had 
patience, ſays he, till now, I ſhould 
have deen happy : this occaſions thoſe 
tears you perceive he is now ſhed- 
ding, while you perhaps think they 


are 


\ ee ee dE * 


88 THE MENTAL 


- are for his father, but take the glaſs 


and be convinced, by informing your 
own eyes. 
I fee it all but too plain, my good 


Chiron. I believe for many an hun- 


% 


dred pounds he not even received ten, 
for I ſee his method of raiſing money 


when in diſtreſs was this, — he would 


buy a filver tea-kettle at a moſt ex- 
orbitant price, and the money not 
being ready, intereſt was to be cal- 
culated till his father's death on a 
common book valuation.— 

When all this was ſettled, and the 
proper ſecurity given, he would then 
pledge it for a ſmall] ſum for the cur- 
rent ſervice of the week. After 
which, when it had laid ſo long as 
to be forfeited almoſt for want of re- 
demption, the ſame goldſmith was 
to take it out, and by paying a trifle 


more than it was pledg'd for, recover 
the poſſeſſion of the piece of plate, and 


all 
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all this within the imall compaſs of 
half a year.— 

But examine + clin. ſays Chiron, 
and you will ſee ſtill further follies 
which he has been guilty of, for the 
ſake of ſome ready caſh ; his eſtate is 
now the only income of many, who 
have very affluent annuities from it, 
while he would be refuſed a dinner 
at the table of any of them, and 
when he is helping himſelf, be de- 
ſired to cut fair and eat all, an ex- 
preſſion which divided, or in the 
whole is perhaps the ſevereſt to a 
feeling mind of any in our copious 
languages,— 

I have ſo little luck, Fo Achilles, 

in finding pleaſing objects, that 1 
deſpair of any this day, and the ap- 
proaching ſhower will prevent me 
from the chance of it for the reſt of 


the time, as I ſee it already begins 


to wet thoſe holiday people in the 
fields 
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fields there, and you know I have 


unluckily engaged myſelf to be at 
court to day. Yet, before we de- 


pat, pray let me explain to myſelf 
the hearts and deſigns of thoſe two 


gentlemen who are going on the 
turf behind that great houſe there 
(where I ſee daily cart-loads of cu- 
rioſities, books, &c. entering) with 
drawn ſwords and fulminatory counte- 
nances, —ſome deep revenge no doubt, 
ſome point of honour which cannot 


otherwiſe be made up I ſuppoſe, buy 


by the ſword, what ſay you, — 
Why, 

Achilles, ſays Chiron, I fay they 

are not what they ſeem, no more 

than the world in general, they are 

no more angry than you or 1 are 

at this inſtant of time and conver- 


fation. The affair is what the bucks 


at the Bedford or George's, call a 


humm | on the town, and is to an- 
ſwer 


r 


as I _— do, my 
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ſwer two ſeveral ends, which does 
not well appear, but by my aſſiſtance 
or that of my glaſs, pray now hear 
and believe me. 

They are both officers, and to 
raiſe a little reputation (knowing un- 
der what diſadvantages and ſfurs they 
are at preſent) have, by private con- 
ſent agreed to have a little rencouritet 
at a time they know they ſhall ſoon 
be interrupted, it being the proper 
time of day for ſuch an affair; and to 
carry the propoſed end of being Par- 
ted, —the places to give and receive a 
fleſh wound in, are alſo ſettled be- 
tween them; and you will ſoon pere 
ceive, if you can give yourſelf the 
trouble to look, that they are excel - 
lent merkltnen, for they vary as little 
in the wound with their ſwords, as 
the moſt ſkillful and ingenious ſur- 
geon would with his knife; and in- 
deed, to make the matter dure, they 

Jointly 
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* jointly conſulteda very eminent practi- 
tioner in that way, to prevent the wound 
being mortal. It is by this accident 
the ſecret will be made publick, for 
the phyſical gentleman is apt to drink 
and tell pleaſant ſtories, and rather 
than loſe his reputation at his club, 
he even tells the whole of this, the 
truth, and nothing but the truth.— 
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1 'E-fee, fays Achulles, that one end, 
. though an odd one, is anſwer d: but 
| pray what is the other ? Idon't well 
il judge what further one can ſuc- 


A ceed, and even this, I find but for 
| alittle while, — which is as long as it 
5 5 

ll Why the other will indeed make 
* you laugh. A lady of fortune is 
i the point in view with the talleſt of 


il the two dreadful combatants (mark 1 
| how they look and ſtrut, and pleale 7 
| themſelves) and it 1s contrived by a 
| | letter, which | is of courſe to be inter- 
cepted 
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cepted by a third perſon, that the 
ſhorteſt red- coated warrior is to ſpeak 
ſlightingly of her; and confirm it 
under his own. hand,—to defend this 
lady's honour, fame, reputation, and 
what not, the duel enſues, and the 
fleſh wound ſhewn to her is to be 
the purchaſe of herſelf, and which 
is better, her fortune. 

But even this unluckily comes to 
light; for the lady, by waiting a 
length of time, heard the ſurgeon's 
ſtory, and ſo imagined it might be 
trick upon trick. Thus are they 
both diſappointed, and in a few 
years, as I could explain, are forced 
to ſell their commiſſions, and retire 
into a foreign country, pretending 
like many others, that they had been 
ſlighted at home, and that no man 
was a ſoldier any more than a pro- 
phet in his native country. 

Achilles took Chiron's word, as 
the 


the time drew near to retire, and 
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the relating further particulars of the 
young heroes, he knew would paſs the 
minutes away till they got into the 
ſtreet, where it was agreed before 
hand, they were to part and different 
ways too,—one being engaged at the 


court, and the other in thecity,--where 


friendſhip dwells there is little cere- 
mony, for they generally met with 
no other word than good-day, and 
parted -with that truly pious one. 
Adieu.— _ 


CHAP, 
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HERE is ſcarce an inſtance, ſaid 
Chiron this morning when he 
| had gained the proper ſtation, of 
any man's time or merit being re- 
warded in this paltry country, unleſs 
ſome borough or p———y intereſt 
can be join'd ; and when that is the 
caſe, the latter is always very artfully 
concealed, that it may ſtill paſs for 
merit and virtue, in both the perſon 
who gives and receives the favour— 
for their own fakes they act thus! 
no thanks to them ! They would not 
be known to do one villainous action 
though a thouſand may be ſuſpected; 
and always tell you how cautious 
they are in the diſpoſition of their 
2 favours, and that recommendations 
are of no earthly weight with 
"= them. 
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But, your congez delire— to elect a 


bh is of all ceremonies the moſt 


droll, if not the moſt wicked ; they 
meet, they go to prayers, they im- 
plore heaven to direct them in a pro- 
per choice; while all the time the 


biſhop is choſe at a certain round 
table, and his name is wrote down 


before their eyes, with as irrevocable 
a fiat, as the famous laws of the 
Medes and Perſians — 

By the proceſſion below leading to 
this church, and the colour of their 


liveries, they ſeem all bent on the 


ſame errand — what affected igno- 
rance and innocence of the affair ! 
they know not a word about it to be 
ſure! and no doubt will be very 
much ſurpriſed when it happens: 
what think you, or rather what will 
you Hay to theſe things ?— 

Nothing ſays Chiron. I take the 


world and life as it runs—my wiſhes 


can 
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can never make it better and ny 


curſes (were I ſo wickedly inclined) 


can never make it worſe : I ſome- 
times think it was better when I was 


young — and yet I correct myſelf 
immediately again, and ſay it is only 
my unextended mind which made 
the difference. Though to tell you 
the truth, the wheel is at the top of 
the hill now, and will deſcend a- 


Vice is abſolutely faſhionable— 
it is the introduction to almoſt every 


ſociety, and the only ſtep to human 


advancement. The world in gene- 
ral diſlike virtue, as thoſe of weak 
eyes can't bear the light ; darkneſs, 


or at leaſc a dim light, ſuits both of 


them beſt, and let them enjoy. it ! 
they can't, according to the old 
ſaying, be charged with ſitting in 
their own light, for they always 
work in the dark, —— 


RF - But 
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But let us proceed to buſineſs! 
we can diſcourſe below after the 
trouble we have given ourſelves to 
climb this cloud - capt dome, it 
were pity to loſe one moment's ob- 
ſervation—though I own one piece 
of converſation begets another ; as 
naturally as lying, flattery, treachery, 
diſſimulation, corruption, bribery and 
villainy of all kinds beget advance- 


ment in every profeſſion and ſtation of 


life — 
Well, my Achilles, what news ? 


you ſeem intent enough, if the ob- 
jets are worthy of it, —tell me what 
commands your ſpeculation ſo— 


do you want my opinion or my 


glaſs, for you ſeem to pay me ſuch 


Il! - implicit faith of late that you will 


hardly examine further than my ad- 


vice; though I had rather you would 


ſuſpect me a little, the better to qua- 
lift Y you for life in 5 ? 
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Why I love to hear you talk and 
glory in your inſtruction therefore 
I appeal to you more than to your 
glaſs ; that pleaſure I can enjoy when 
you are not preſent with me ; believe 
me I flatter not! and you, who know 
the heart of man, and inmoſt ſecrets 
of the mind, would ſoon diſcounte- 
nance me, if I did deceive you.— 

But pray what is that young gen- 
tleman doing there (the clergyman 
I ſhould ay) who by his glaſs, for I 
can ſee through his room window, 
is ſeemingly painting himſelf, and in 
ſo great a hurry to go out? ſure he 
can't be ſuch a coxcomb! beſides, 
"= contrary to all ſchemes of that kind, 
be looks paler and paler at every 
= ſtroke, 

He means it as ſuch, my Achilles, 
ſays Chiron—he is one of the new 
ſect called Methodiſts, and having 
naturally a full and roly cheek, they 
Fa. hardly 
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hardly believe him one of their fra- 
ternity, nordo his audience thorough- 
ly affect him; they cried he did not 
look ſtudious enough—that plenty 
was not the idea they had of a prea- 
cher, but of a man in affliction, a man 
of ſorrow and cares, rejected, ſcorn'd, 
deſpiſed and buffeted, like thoſe he 
ſo faintly endeavours to imitate. 
- Upon this he diſappeared for a 
year or two (J know the hypocrite 
full well) and in obedience to his 
beſt friends advice, he now wears 
barnacles, paints himſelf of a pale 
and livid colour, and not a man of the 
whole body is ſo careſs'd, ſo followed, 
and ſo applauded! he is all of a ſud- 
den a man after God's own heart; 
has an utter contempt for money as 
they think, as alſo for delicate 
fare. But believe me, from the 
halfpenny diſh, he has collected ten 
thouſand pounds, and to night will 
ſup 
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fup more elegantly than any alder- 
man of this great city, and eat as 
heartily too — 

Come, take my glafs — truſt no 
longer to reports, believe your own 
eyes, and tell me, for this is a cha- 
rater I enjoy and hold very high, 
will you yourtelf diſcern more of 
him than I have related and pray 
then be expeditious, for I have a 
gallant hard in view, from whom J 
expect much pleaſure and entertain- 
ment,— 

Why truly, fays Achilles, by the 
glaſs I can diſcover him the prince of 
all hypocrites; for I ſee he has no 
real religion at heart; that he has 
the pride and inſolence of a dignitary 
of the firſt head; and further, he has 
as little learning as merit.; for as to- 
the firſt, I ſee him turning over his 
old lexicon, to find out the meaning 
of a word or two which has hap- 


F 3 pened 
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pened in the courſe of the ſermon he 
preaches to day (by which one may 
eaſily gueſs it is not his own) and 
as fo the laſt he endeavoured to de- 
bauch a b—-——'s daughter, in 
hopes to command a marriage and 


preferment alſo; but being diſap- 


pointed of both, and deſpairing of 
future church preferment, he turned 


Methodiſt, becauſe he could not quit 


double orders to get money, and he 
wanted that ingredient of life as 
much as any fcot ſoldier under ſtop- 
page. 

I was. in hopes, fays Achilles, that 
hypocriſy had hitherto eſcaped that 
profeſſion, and was old-faſhioned e- 


nough to imagine, that they, of all 


mankind, were exactly as they ſeem- 
ed—but I fee, live and learn is to be 
the. motto of this life, and ſhould 
be mine on a chariot, if I was vain e- 
nough, to ſet up one, in preference to 

I | that 
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that filly fellow's below, now paſſing 
through the Church-Yard, who has 

bold and loyal on each door—tho' 

I firmly believe him to be no braver 
than his companions of the pike, and 
as to his loyalty I believe the point 
dargent point de ſuiſſe is the true 
motto of every officer from the trun- 
cheon to the colours. 

Well, my Achilles, why ſo intent 
all on a ſudden — and what do you 
diſcover ? if you don't impart I ſhall 
look on you as I do on the common 
run of partners in buſineſs; who, 
the moment they can do for them- 
ſelves, want to change hands, and deal 
fingly for themſelves ; but I only jeſt. 
your ſilence is attention and not 
policy. 

I am amufing myſelf, ſays Achilles, 
with the proſpect of at leaſt half a 
dozen Templers, if I may judge by 
their dreſs and ſituation, who are 
T4 walking, 
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walking near their hall perhaps to 


get an appetite to their commons 
—is it ſo? they walk faſter and 
faſter at every turn, and ſhew great 
uneaſineſs at their dinner not being 
ready at leaſt this is my ſur- 
mize ? | : 


Miſtaken again, fays Chiron—a 


great poſt in the law was filled up to 


day, and there is not one of that 
knot there who did not think he 
thould be the appointed perſon; but 
they are all miſtaken—you may hear 
them damn the profeſſion, the m—y 


the world and themſelves, all in the 


fame breath ; ſwearing merit never 
was and never will be rewarded : 


nor can they trace any channel to 
honour and the great in this circum- 


ſtance; but a weſtern borough or 
two which he carries for the court 

WR. | 
How important every one ap- 
Pears, 
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pears in his own eyes through every 
profeſſion ? there is not a man there 

who is fit to be ſecretary to the great 
| perſonage already in poſſeſſion of the 
poſt; and yet they all. talk of quit- 
ting, flinging up, oppoſition of every 
kind and the like—when Heaven 
knows, they are ſcarce known but at 
the coffee-houſe and the eating-houſe 
they make uſe of; and are only terri- 
ble to their. barber and their ſnoe- boy, 
who tremble only to get another 
ſixpence, tyrants being as eaſily con- 
quered- as they ſeem t to conquer o- 
thers. | 
It was the ſame knot: of gentlemen 
ih the addition of a few mores who. 
thought themſelves of conſequence e- 
nough to make the mr of that 
church uneaſy, becauſe they would 
not make up a part of his congrega- 
tion; but all the while he rather 
5 rejoices at their abſence — for they 
4 be. were 


166 THE MENTAL. 
were a very noily and troubleſome: 
crew, and moſt people beſides him-- 
ſelf looked on them as. little better 
than a nuſance. ä 
Come turn your eyes this way 
my Achilles, and gueſs the buſineſs 
of that man below there, near the 
gate- way, over which only citizens 
of London have a privilege to re- 
ſide —a ſorry priviledge! but I aſſure 
you they are very important there, 
and tower it over their neighbours. 
as much as. officers-in.the guards do. 
over their brethren of marching 
regiments, or private troopers and 
dragoons over infantry with bliſter'd: 
feet and tatter'd fhoes. | 
Why, Lam puzzling who. he is, 
faid Achilles; he ſeems grave and 
benevolent, and by his fixed atten- 
don towards the building, I. imagine 


he is pitying the people who are the. 


unfortunate inhabitants there. S 
Still 
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Still miſtaken, ſays Chiron. He 
is meditating to have an act paſſed 
by his own intereſt and immediate 
power, for all debtors under one 
hundred pounds to be releaſed; but 
cheers himſelf that tlie perſon he has 
confined: there will be a priſoner ſtill, 
for my debt, ſays he, is an hundred 
guineas—and I will not releaſe him 
of the odd ſhillings, though I know: 
he would give them me and more: 
beſides—no, no. You: ſee a. plea-- 
ſure in his eyes, but it arifes from re- 
venge ; how meek he looks! he is a 
tyrant in his heart, beyond what I. 
can deſcribe, or you would deſire to 
hear, nor ſhall you be indulged with 
my glaſs on this occation, for I would: 
fain hide. ſome of the human ſpecies: 


from you, leaſt they ſhould give you 


by their actions as great an averſion to 
mankind as a man is too apt to ga- 
ther from the natural occurrences of 
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To tell you the truth, every thing 
in life ſeems more grateful than man, 
many a one can and does perform a 
generous thing, but few a grateful 
one. I difcourfed you pretty well 
on this head ſome days ago, when I 
obſerved that it affected you ſo, that 
I could ſcarce get you to refrain from: 
tears: well, never be concerned 
—while intereſt governs, the world 
will be as you ſee it; treacherous, 
faithleſs, lying, cheating; diſſembling, 
Kalſe-fwearing, back-biting, ſneeringy 
boaſting, vaunting and the like. 

Come, never think to make them bet- 
ter! bad as they are, we are both paſ- 
ſengers, as the honeſt Hibernian ſaid: 
and indeed I truly think myſelf ſo 
for as I pafs along the ſtreet or tra- 
vel in the country—in both which 
places I ſee equal villany practiſed in 
proportion to- numbers — I ſeem 
not 
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not to belong to the ſociety I ſee be- 
fore me. 

If I fee a murderer almoſt putting 
his ſchemes in execution, I ſhrug my 
ſhoulders, and ſay to myſelf, it is 
E d! there is no hope of any 
thing elſe there! I ſuppoſe the poor 
ſufferer has a good eſtate; and the 
villain there wants to enjoy it.— His 
betters have ſet him the example; 
and even the beſt of them, though 
they will not run the hazard of the 
laws by committing a direct mur- 
der, will do- much worſe. They 
will hire people to run down your 
fair good name and reputation ; they 
will betray your beſt ſecrets ; they 
will ruin your credit by a letter In: 
the. country, where you would fain. 
live happy, and in ſhort, do that 
| ſlowly, which the dagger would do 
effectually. For lite, when reputa- 
tion is | gone, is of but little value. 


But 


/ 
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But we'll diſcuſs this point below, or 
as we are walking. 

With all my heart, ſays Achilles, 
fince mankind are ſo corrupt, and 
yet are ſuch a labyrinth, I think the 
ſooner the clue is given the better; 


I ſhall underſtand them in good time 


by your aſſiſtance, as incomprehen- 
ſible as they pretend to be—but the 
thanks are due to you, I own it 
and when I ceaſe to own the obli- 
gation, may I ceaſe to live, or which 


is worſe, to be thought ill of by you 


— ſo much for the obſervations of; 
another day. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, VII. 


OM E, to buſineſs | to buſineſs ! 
: ſaid Chiron, the moment they 
arrived on the old. ſpot, for Achilles 
was going to enter on argumentative 
affairs, which Chiron thought out 
of ſeaſon, when the weather was ſo 
amazingly clear, bright and inviting 
at once, for I think after ſo many pub- 
lic and private lectures-you well may ; 
prithee tell me who that man is be- 
low in a ſuit of black, tye-wig, and: 
| ſword (the barriſters uniform) without 
recourſe to my glaſs.--- 

Why I take him, fays Achilles, 
to be a phyſician.or barriſter ;. if the 
former of the two, he. 1s going to- 
 Batſon's, to make believe he has meſ- 
fages, letters,. or- cards left there. If 
the latter, why moſt likely he is. 
walking towards his gown, Which is 
* 
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prudently left at ſome Coffee- houſe 
near Guildhall, where he will damn 
the coach he never rode in to day, 
and cry, he wiſht he had walkt, and 
then he ſhould not Have had the 


head-ach. 
Ha, ha,. ha, your obſervation is 


| chearful, and in general might be 
right. But in this particular cir- 


cumſtance, you have 'miſs'd your aim, 
but you borrowed perhaps too, with- 
out knowing it, a thought of the 
immortal dean Swift's, who in his 


city ſhower, paints a councellor in 


ſuch lively and ſtriking colours, that 
he is never to be forgot. I produce 
it only to ſhew that it is the general 
mark of that vain; boaſting, tho right 
honourable profefſion. 

e The. templar ſpruce while ev'ry 

ce ſpout's abroach ; 
« Stays till it's fair, —yet ſeems to 


« call a coach. 
But 
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But now, to let you know who 
he is, and where you differ from: me; 
take the glaſs. He is an author, 
but bred to phyſic, in which he took 
what they call a good degree, or in 
other words, was bleſt with an hap⸗ 
Py memory, and had friends, Re- 
fuſing to viſit a lady of faſhion's dog, 
or the . dog's lady, or both together, 
no matter how, ſhe tired three pair 
of horſes in a day often, and kilFd 
one a month to run him down as 
no phyſician, a man of ſome know- 
ledge, but no practice, and theory 
was nothing. | 
The fooliſh man, fond of his 
pen (as people generally are of what 
they do not profeſs) attack'd her in 
print; money governs all. The fa- 
mily were rich, gave ſuppers, had 
drums, routs, rackets, hurricans 
and thunder claps (new names fo 


evening amuſements, my Achilles) 
and: 


deſired no further ſi 
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and ſo with eaſe drove over a walk- 
ing phyſic ian. 

Do you know among friends that 
he is not half ſo miſerable as the 


world make him, and think him to 


be; for he privately ſays he is glad, 
though he threatens her aloud, and 
cries, I never ſhould have been 
known for a poet and genius in li- 
terature, but for this accident ; and 
there are at leaſt a thouſand phyſi- 
cians in London in obſcurity, but 
a genius owing to the ſmall num- 


ber, muſt be known, admired and 


reſpected. — 
He try'd this ſcheme, and repeat- 


ed his own fonnets, odes, epigrams, 


till his 


madrigals, cantata's, &c. 
friends having ſeen him once round, 
ght or know- 
ledge of him, and now he wants a 
dinner; but hopes ſome of the trade 


in the church yard below, who 


drink 


n — A 4 
— — 
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drink claret out of author's ſkulls, 
will pay him the price of a beef 
ſtake, for a paraphraſe on one of 
Horace's moſt favourite odes.— 

Poor man! the very people who 
laid traps to get acquainted with him 
the other day, now keep him at 
arm's length, and tell him his pur- 
ſuit ſhould be fame, for that after 
he got a name, he may make his 
own terms: but at preſent, he is no- 
body. Yet if he will leave the ode, 
or whatever he may call it, with 
them gratis, they will honour it with 
a place in their chronicle, or next 
magazine; and further adds, but in 
a whiſper, that (as I am one of the 
proprietors ofthereview, I muſt not ſay 
which) it ſhall be ſpoke well of, for 
we play off this trick on the world of- 
ten among friends, and they know no- 
thing of the matter. We generally 
run down all their books we have 


DO: 


home; otherwiſe, ſome needy Scotch- 


author? obſerve he is, for want of 
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no property in ourſelves, but take 
ſpecial care to raiſe the fame of the 
vileſt traſh which we ſend to mar- 
ket — 
By this ſtratagem we manage 
pretty well, and fetch ourſelves: 


man or other uſed to give ſuch adaſh 
with his pen on our favourite per- 
formances, that they ſeldom or ever 
got over it, —I am ſorry I can't aſk. 
you to dine, but have ſelec friends; 
{ome other day I ſhall be glad, and 
ſo plaiſters him over with all that 
ſtale jargon of ceremony, which 

thoſe only believe who never wanted 

ſuch favours, —— 

Well, well, tho' you truſt me, come 
take the glaſs, and believe nobody as 
long as you live 'till they ſign and. 
feal ; if you do, be puniſh'd deſerv- 
edly.— Will you have a peep at the 


EVEN: 
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even the price of a baſon of ſoup, 
going into ſhops and cheapning to 
paſs away the middle hours of the 
day, which if not ſpent under cover, 


look very ſuſpicious always, and are 


as ſure figns of a man's wanting a 
dinner, as that of a parſon in his 
canonicals walking in ſervice hours, 
is of his having no wages that day, 
but thoſe of ſin.— 

Well! and what think you of 
that lady ſtepping into the ſilver- 
ſmith's. Gueſs, and gueſs again, till 
you are tired, and I'll engage you 
know her not; ſhe ſeems happy and 
rich, does ſhe not? I'll prove to you 
ſhe is neither. But prithee take the 
glaſs, I'm tired of explaining for the 
preſent: you'll ſee in a minute, what 


I ſhould be whole hours cxpatiating 
—— 


IT The devil take her ! I wiſh I had 
never look'd ; I thought her modeſt, 
inno- 


right from doctor R 
mon at St. D 
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innocent, honeſt, a perſon of rank 


and honour if not of wealth, but I 


ſee her errand in a borrowed chariot, 


is firſt, either to get credit or pilfer. 
Obſerve how nicely ſhe conveys thoſe 
tca-ſpoons into her glove, and wraps 
that pepper box up in her handker- 
chief. Will ſhe eſcape ? yes, faith! 
pleaſed with the glitter of a chariot 
at their door, the partners never ex- 
amine her till ſhe gets off. And 
then, obſerve, a quarrel enſues be- 
twixt them ; for the elder one of the 
two, who is married, damns the o- 
ther's eyes heartily, and ſwears it 
was owing to his admiring her fea- 
tures, that the miſchief came.— This 
comes ſays he, of whoring with eyes, for 
I can prove that expreſſion to be 
n's laſt ſer- 
n's, and therefore 


we muſt part, unleſs you will mar- 


ry and be honeſt, On this the part- 
nerſhip 
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nerſhip is diſſolved, but if you deſire 
to know all, the young man is a 
bankrupt firſt, owing to the extra- 
vagance of his wife, — 

No doubt, fays Achilles, the 
batchelor triumphs moſt gloriouſly 
in his turn ; and in truth, I do not 
entirely diſcommend him, for if I 
ſaw aright, the married gentleman 
look'd as amorouſly at her as the o- 
ther ; but under the ſanction of mar- 
riage, it is called only curioſity, 

* which in the * man is lewd- 
nes. 

Come look ſharp, my Achilles, 
there ſeems great variety to day, and 
pray don't let us loſe an object we 

p have time to examine, though but 

in a curſory manner, what think 

you of that grave officer there? I 
would fay brave, but that I privately 
know his hiſtory, and am convinced 
to the contrar y 


Come 
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Come then, for you ſeem ſhy of 
being convinced. He was broke for 
cowardice years ago, but having out- 
livd moſt of his friends, his inti- 
mates, and contemporaries, the affair 


is pretty well forgot. So now like a 


modern ſoldier, he wears a red coat, 
black wig, and long ſword, ſwears 
the ſervice is not worth following, 
and therefore he has reſigned all 
thoughts of a military life, but ſeems 
to rejoice when any ſcheme of the 
M y runs croſs, and among the 
pot or bottle companions of his friend- 


ſhip, ſwears it is owing to men of 


merit being entirely laid aſide. He 
is the moſt compleat noll- bluff living, 
and rather than not live and live well, 
will loſe any man's good opinion, 
rather than a good dinner.— _ 

But let us, ſays Achilles, with all 
ſubmiſſion to your pleaſure, bend 


our eyes towards the groupe of fi- 
gures 


. 
_ . 
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gures in a park there, by its being 


wall'd round, which ſeems to be 
Hyde- park; nay, I ſee the fatal tree 
well known in ſong not far from it, 
which convinces me I am right, pray 


what are they doing 


What they ſhould not do, you 
may be aſſured if they are well dreſt, 
and have the appearance and air of 


quality and gentry. They are admi- 
rably well dreſt, ſays Achilles, and 


therefore I the more admire their 
very ſtill and fixt ſituation, for at this 
time of the day, moſt of their aſſo- 
ciates are walking or taking the 
air in carriages or on horſe back. — 
Why then, to put you out of all 
doubt, puzzle and expectation, they 
are the fellows, and ſenior ones too, 
of the colledge of St. Arthur's in 
St. James's ſtreet, a religious and al- 
moſt royal foundation; no leſs than 
| G twenty 
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twenty different bets of moſt inſig- 
nificant nature to the eye, but ma- 
terial, as to the depending ſums, will 
be determined this very day. You 
would be amazed to think what 
ſtrange feats are practiſed out of 
doors by this ſet of animals, and 
what more ſtrange ones are ſet on 
foot within the walls of that ſacred 
colledge ; but not to dwell on that 
which may be a future ſubject, at 
preſent, the firſt wager of 10, oool 
(for they havenot finiſht it) is a man's 
picking up an hundred ſtones at a 
yard diſtance, and returning withthem 
to one point within the hour, That 
impudent looking fellow in red there, 
who has much depending, and 
piques himſelf on being an atheiſt in 
general, had the prayers. of the 
church put up for one in atfliction, 
and indeed he will be in affliction 
enough 
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enough if he loſes his bet, for it's 
all he has in the world of himſelf 
or by credit of friends.. 
Another wager is two toads, who 
have been in training for above theſe 
ſix months, which ſhal! crawl ten 
yards firſt—would you think not leſs 
than a ſum which would raiſe a 
regiment, nay, cloaths and accoutre- 
ments afterwards, depends on the e- 
vent of this. But it does, and I do. 
further aſſure you, that one of 
the parties concerned received a 
letter, wrote almoſt as deplorable as 
a petition to a lord almoner but this 
morning from his mother, who is on 
her death bed, for common ſubſiſt- 
ance money, and he had the aſſurance . 
to ſay he could not afford it, but had 
the filial duty to obſerve, that if he 
won his wager, he would ſend her 
ſome trifle, on condition ſhe would 


G 2 ſign 
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ſign a kind of releaſe from all future 
contributions. 

There is a third wager of larger 
ſize ſtill depending, who can hop 
furtheſt of thoſe two young gentle- 
men in ſcarlet they are commiſſion 
officers, and cry they have the ho- 
nour to ſerve his m——y: nay 
further, to ſerve their country. Vou 
may judge by this ſingle inſtance out 
of many, which would appear if one 
could trace them home, what gal- 
lant commanders they are; and yet 
they believe they are, becauſe a link 
boy once called them both moſt noble 


commanders and invincible captains. 


I wiſh, fays Achilles, I had not 


been ſo curious. I was in hopes, ſee- 
ing molt of them in ſcarlet, that they 
were at ſome feat of manly exerciſe, 


ſuch as fencing, + wreſtling, drawing 
the bow, or the like. Prithee, ſays 


Chiron, 
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Chiron, know life better; they both 
purchaſed their commiſſions, they 
look'd on it as good intereſt for their 
money; with they had been in the 
horſe the moment war was declared; 
and now, if they pray ever at all, 
pray hearrtily for a peace, of them 
the army I fear is conſtructed, B—gh 
' Intereſt or pocket money does all, — 
not one of theſe gentlemen but 
would have a nervous diſorder, and 
beg leave to refign, if there was oc- 
caſion for their preſence abroad. Be- 
lieve me, I know their hearts, and 
as I think it not worth while to 
lole our time to day in viewing ſo- 
ſmall a number, we will retire for 
the preſent, and the firſt day of 
a public review your eyes ſhall be 
feaſted, though your heart. is not 
gratified, with thoſe tremendous gen- 
tlemen,—Come, leave them to their 

"12 bets 
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bets and their wagers, I am ſick of 
the ſight, and can ſay with Addiſon 
in his Cato, 


« 'Oh ! when ſhall I get looſe 
cc from this vain world, 


li « The abode of guilt and ſor- 
| 

| 

| 1 

| | 

| | 

| 

| 

| 
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C HA. VIII. 


HAT a burying in the open 
day-light? ſaid Achilles to 
his preceptor the moment they arri- 
ved at their point of obſervation ; to 
be ſure they are deftin'd to go ſome 
very long journey to depoſite the re- 
mains of the deceaſed gentleman 
(for no leſs can he be with all that 
apparatus and ceremony) in the fa- 
mily vault of his anceſtors—perhaps 
in Eſſex, Suffolk, or ſome ple ſtill 
more diſtant. | 
I have often. heard it ſaid of 
burials, that there are ſeldom any 
ſuch chearful hearts as on thoſe oc- 
caſions and at thoſe ceremonies. But 
here ſure there muſt be real grief, 
by the reſpect the ſurvivors ſhew to 
his memory in the expence they put 
themſelves too—for there is more of 
- Wa truth _ 


| 
| 
, 
| 
4 
| 


— _— 
* pan Weg 
3 * * 


2 — ; r 

a ty ET IN PI OE * Io — * 
— = —— . WEE. OY 
p_ 37a 


* 


4 on _——_— SY . - 
=_ = 4 Sao; Fo 4 © 1 * 
F — — — — of « N ' o 
2 — Wo IPÞ —— + ——— 
oY - _ 
923 » — „ — 
_ 3 
* a 


* = 
„e nds Baths , 420884 <=, 


. 


NN. 4 


do — 233 » 

ve ä — wo es AR — — 
1 e e 

— 54s ans 


lone in the firſt coach, was a natural 
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truth in what comes from the pocket 
than what falls from the eyes—tears 


are the ſmall coin of every artful 


mourner— Who, had he been the 
heir, would perhaps, have ſhuffled 
his benefactor into a ſecond-hand 
coffin, and made believe the deceaſed 
inſiſted on a private burial—other- 
wiſe he would have paid proper 
honour to his memory. 


Still deceived, my Achilles! ſtill 


a dupe to your eyes, notwithſtanding 


glaſs and the many lectures you 
have had from your friend Chiron. 
However, one part of the fact you 
are right in, for the mourners do 


really mourn, though not for the 
deceaſed. But notwithſtanding the 


pegeantry you ſee below, believe me 


the man was only a ſugar-baker— III 


tell you all. 
The young gentleman you ſee a- 
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ſon of the deceaſed, and bred up as 
publickly as though born in wedlock.. 
The rich old huncks has ſpared no ex- 
pence in his education — nay, he car- 
ried it as high, as though he was to 
have been employed in ſome embaſſy 
to a foreign court of conſequence 
muſic, painting, the great ſaddle, be- 
ſides the languages, were his buſineſs 
in fact, for he ſcarce ever had an 
hour in the day to follow the whims 
and pleaſures of his equals. 
Well, thus things went on —he 
grew up towards the time of man- 
hood —and though he preſt to know 
his fortune. and ſituation, that he 
might early buckle himſelf to buſi- 
neſs or grandeur: (being ready for- 
either) he was always anſwered you: 
are a gentleman, Here's money to 
buy better cloaths—1I love to ſee you 
well dreſt—don't be afraid to wear 
lace or embroidery my purſe is long 
| G 5 enough. 
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enough, and ſo on, Cannot you al- 
ready almoſt wiſh him joy of a pro- 
perty ſeemingly in poſſeſſion? but 
many things fall between the cup 


and the lip—and he has true reaſon 
to be a mourner, as I can tell you 


certainly, though he only ſuſpects it, 


and that in part too; for this old 


raſcal, this cheat, this volpone, this 
villain, has left him nothing but 
mourning, | 

Perhaps he has deſerved by ſome 
fatal miſbehaviour, this change in his 
parent, though in the natural way.— 


Has he not followed the vices of the 


town ? has he not gam'd, drank, pur- 


ſued women, &c. &c. ſo. as to let the 
old fellow ſuſpe& that his fortune 
would have fallen to the ground had 
he left it him, for avarice is at the 


bottom of almeſt all legacies, as well 


as all manner of gaming ; pray tell 


Ws 
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me for I am uneaſy and already moſt 
ſincerely pity him. 

Indeed, my Achilles, I thank you 
for your pity, as I feel for him my- 
ſelf. But he was truly innocent of 
any of the ways of this vile metro- 
polis: and indeed, I before told you, 
that he had no leiſure from his ſtu- 
dies to purſue the traffic of pleaſure 
for pleaſure is now become a 
buſineſs! and mien of faſhion have 
hardly time to ſee their friends, on 
account of the many hours they allot 
for their enemies for I call all thoſs 
people ſuch who promote luxury, 
gaming, injuſtice, and intemperance 
of any kind. Do you remember 
what Portius ſays to his brother 
Marcus, in Mr. Addiſon's moſt ex- 
cellent tragedy of Cato ? | 


Marcus! the bh. of the 
world are oft 
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144 . Our's has ſevereſt virtue for it's 
| baſis 

118 And ſuch a friendſhip ends not but 
if q | with life. 


Now to tell you in fhort, this 
young gentleman's hard fate — 1 
fear that vanity is the ruling paſſion 
of both ſexes. That building there 
among the green fields, on the right- 
hand of the long ſtreet, where now 
male factors are paſſing to execution 
ho being petty rogues according 
to Dr. Garth, 


——— Submit to fate 
That great ones. may _— their. 
ſtate. 


That biilding I fay was juſt on the 
Rocks—it made a great noiſe, it was 
3 
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a new charity in England, though 
practiſed in every country abroad 
I mean for Foundlings, This fellow 
then in ſhort, quitted the proviſion 
of his own baſtard, to provide for the 
4 foundlings of all the world—the rea- 
ſon 1s very plain ; his own would 
have claimed it as his due perhaps, 
and the town would have given it to 
him as his own right: but here in. 
this caſe a ſtatue or picture is given: 
to his memory; children. are taught. 
to liſp his name, and once a year per- 
haps a feaſt is ordered, or an anthem. 
ſung in praiſe of ſo auguſt and mag- 
nificent a benefadtor. _ 

I think I have explained to you, | 
that the people are not real mourn- 
ers, for though the whole ſecret of 
the will is not made public, yet it 
is gueſſed at, and that ſhrewdly tco.. 
- Judge then if they can be chearful 

to attend ſuch a raſcal to. his grave, 
and 
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and yet as relations they muſt fave 
appearances. Why he is buried in 

this ſhewy and pompous manner is 
another ſtory — miſers feaſts and 
their funerals generally favor of pro- 
fuſion, and declare at once why they 
do it. I think my late friend Pope 
explains this in a couplet I will re- 
peat to ** 


« When Hopkins dies a hopland 
lights attend, 5 


. The wretch * living fa d a 
80 candle's end. £ et! 


This is life, my 3 
let us turn our eyes to ſomething 


more pleaſing; look round, the 


metropolis abounds with all cha- 
racter the ſame minute produces 


chriſtenings and burials, life and 


death, grief and pleaſure, and hun- 


dreds now are in infinite agony,. 


While 
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thoſe two young bucks there are 
going into a common ſtew, where 
they will loſe the greateſt jewel of 
their lives in a moment which their 
mothers were whole years raifing— 
I mean health. 

See how dip laugh before they 
enter the fatal houſe! can one be- 
lieve it poſſible, that perſons in the 
bloom and fire of youth ſhould in 
a moment ſquauder what had been 
raiſing for years? yet ſo it is, my 
Achilles, ſo it was, and ſo it ever 
will be, and this I fear much ariſes 
from the ſeverity of parents in ge- 
neral, and the auſtere injunctions re- 
lating to their conduct in theſe af- 
fairs, I think I could plan a better 
way—and ſuppoſe I tell you to paſs: 
away the time till this ſmoke is. 
gone, which ariſes, J ſuppoſe, from 
the extraordinary quantity of roaft 
and boi led on this particular day. 

For 


will ſeek their happineſs in ſome dir- 
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For the citizens, my Achilles, in any 
thing they like always find a reaſon, 


and to have a banquet for themſelves 


ſecretly, they publickly call it a 
compliment to their friends and 


But to the point] would not truſt 
this ſecret with the wide world 
for I know they weuld diſcommend 
me—narrow minds, which the ma- 


jority of them. poſſeſs in general, ſel- 


dom forgive or pardon what they 
don't comprehend. But I] can truſt 
you, and this would be my plan. 

It is, my Achilles,. as ridiculous to- 


ſuppoſe when the heyday of the blood 


(as Shakeſpearterms it) is upon youth 


that they will not privately indulge 
themſelves, and the cloſer they are 
watch d, the more dangerous will be 


their ſituation. If they are on the 


plan of pleaſure, as is moſt likely, they 
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ty corner, where, if they eſcape their 
lives from bullies, moſt probably they 
will forfeit all their health by one 
momentary diverſion. 

T would lead my pupil to that new 
building there beyond the Park-wall 
on the great road to Chelſea ; under 
the care of that ingenious artiſt and 
humane friend, who firſt gave it birth, 
and ſtil} fupports it. My pupil 
ſhould there ſee the rows of injured 
beauty (for women are born inno- 
cent and bred tenderly, my Achilles!) 
who lie there on beds of pain, and 
often their bed of death. Upwards 
they ſtill look tempting ! they have 
features ſtill which would puzzle al- 
moſt the very ſkilful, Blooming 
cheeks, ſparkling eyes, taper arms, 
and all thofe perfections which have 

bewitched the young and unwary, 


and would ſtill if ſeen in n other 
place. 


My 
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My pupil ſhould then examine 
into the ſtate of their diſorder, and a 
report being made to him that no 
patient in the houſe is, or ever was 
in a worſe condition, he would cer- 
tainly be amazed, and ſay to himſelf, 
how might I have been deceived 
had the been ſeen elſewhere ? inſtead 
of enjoying health, I ſhould, but for 
this information have been embracing 
miſery———ls it poſſible ſuch features 
can conceal rottenneſs and corrup- | 
tion? from this time I reſolve to fol- 
low the rough path of virtue; how- 
ever ſmooth, inviting; and ſtrew'd 
with flowers, the ways of lane and 
luxury may ſem. 
Believe me, my Achilles, Iſhould 
gain more proſelytes to virtue 
this way, than all the bench of 
b———ps would by their moſt 
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blood and warm imagination, but ri- 
diculouſly ſuppoſe the green and 
wither'd leaf the ſame. Conceſſions 
to youth do honour to old age; and 


no man ſheuld be aſhamed to own 


he has gone wrong, becauſe he 


proves himſelf wiſer that very mi- 


nute than he was the minute be- 


fore. 
But ſuppoſe I went even further, 


my Achilles, and for once accompa- 
nied him to a place of revelry and 


pleaſure; perhaps I might there 


ſtrike on ſome expedient at once to 
make him ſick of his fair companion, 
or render her weary of him. I 
will ſuppoſe him fond of her, and 
almoſt waiting, with impatience, the 
minute of conſummation; at that 
time I addreſs her, and though of 
twice the age offer her a large piece 
of gold, and at once draw her from 


him without any reaſon but that— 
do 
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do you think he would not ſwear 


and curſe the ſex, who could be fo 
mercenary to quit the embrace of 


blooming life, for that of imbecillity, 


and the frozen climacteric ? Iam ſure 
you agree with me. 

1 do indeed, ſays Achilles, and I 
am not aſhamed to own, that I have 
been ſo diſappointed myſelf. They 
are incapable of love or gratitude— 
though I fear the ill uſage of our 
cruel and villainous ſex, has often 

ſour'd a moſt generous and worthy 
mind! pity them after all! and a- 
gree with you, that next to your 


own plan for recovering theſe un- 


fortunate ones for life, the humanity 
of that gentleman of the phyſical 
order, who has erected, or been the 


means of erecting that building there 


we have been talking of, deſerves the 
laurel of praiſe : his judgment is as 
un- 
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unerring as his hand, for with your 


glaſs, this inſtant I ſaw him while 


you were ſpeaking, perform an ope- 
ration ſafely, which poſterity will 
give him the honour of, though the 
preſent age out of 3 will 
not. 
So ſays honeſt Jack Falſtaff, hh 
in his ſoliloquy he talks about ho- 
nour Will it not live with the living. 
fays he? no—detraction will not ſuf= 


Fer it. 


Hang their fires below the ſmoke 
increaſes, and has prevented all fur- 
ther obſervation to day. However, 
we have mutually given each other 
ſl ubjects for converſation till the 
evening. Tis ſuch a folio, the 
knowledge of mankind, tho' wrote in 
ſhart hand, that I fear I ſhall never 
publickly or privately get you thro' 


it—] will endeavour to abbreviate 
What 
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what I know for the future. But 

am angry with you that you take my 

word ſo for every thing; my glaſs 

is now thrown aſide; over ſecurity 

has ruined many, and may you— 
perhaps I am treacherous, 

I never found you ſo, ſaid Achil- 
les, every thing that has been pro- 
pheſied, has done honour to the pro- 
phet. However, my reaſon is not a 

bad one, and hope you will not think 
T flatter you—l can ſee thro' your 


glaſs when I have not your ſociety ; 


I fear I ſhall not have the pleaſure 
of the latter fo long as I wiſh—when 
I am alone it will be time enough to 
_ exerciſe this wonderful machine; but 
to converſe with it's author is a 
double pleaſure. And which, tho' 
I had often defired, I fear d I ſhould 

never have obtained. 
Let us depart then, and fay with 

the great Mr, Pope, 
— All 


Ta 
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All nature 1s but art, unknown to 
_ thee. 
All chance direction which thou 
can'ſt not ſee. 
All diſcord, wr ta under- 
ſtood, 
All partial evil univerſal good. 


CHAP. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


gaged. 


144 THE MENTAL 


C HA Or N. 
Y O U paid me, as indeed you are 


too apt to rg too much com- 
pliment = laſt time we were toge- 
ther! for you know, by joint con- 
ſent and agreement, we have put off 
a viſit heretill the city banquets were 


over; which generally when they 


begin, laſt ſeveral days; inſomuch 
that could they bring themſelves to 
love buſineſs, at that time they could 
not find an hour proper for it, their 
heads and hearts being otherwiſe en- 


My judgment is yet fallible, not- 
withſtanding all the pains I have 


taken, nor would I have you de- 
pend on it further, than while you 
prepare the glaſs for your own con- 


viction and inſtruction. - Men are 


not always the ſame from one year 


to 
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to the next, and fluctuate as much in 
their manners as in their 45 nay) 
hourly faſhions ... 

As a proof of this, would any 
one have believed, that full wigs 
ſhould give place to fuch bits of 
ſticking plaiſter as they wear now! 
more like the cawl than the periwig 
and yet, but for the decency required 
in the three profeſſions, we hotl 
ſee chief juſtices giving judgment in 
a ramillee, phyſicians preſeribing in a 
bag, and doctors in divinity preach- 
ing before the 8 of commons in 
a brown ſeratch.— — 

Every thing emu thrown into 
confuſion, and did T think it would 
be decent to mount up here on a 
Sunday, I could take great pleaſure 
in viewing the city apprentices and 
journeymen with their les de joy 
tramping the mall with the air, and 
almoſt the debts of a man of quality. 
H I 
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T believe we muſt keep our council, 


and make ſome Sunday obſervations. 
The city tradeſman, on that day, 
wearing boots to make believe he 
is engaged in the country is no bad 
character, for the utmoſt ſtretch of 


their country journey is to a private 


houſe in St. Martins in the fields, or 
Long acre ; and it would ſound like 
a country jaunt to any ſtranger, who 
did not know that London fields are 
often crowded lanes, buſy ſtreets, and 
alleys inhabited as cloſely as a ſheep- 
pen. But now to buſineſs. — 
What think you of that lady, who 
ſteps ſo nimbly into the chair there ? 


ſhe in blue I mean, be quick, or 
you will loſe the ſight of her. — 


Why, I think, ſays Achilles, that 


ſhe is the very pink of modeſty, and 
I ſuppoſe is going out, thus early, to 
make a day of it.. 
Poor girl! ſhe is going, my Achilles, 
(and 
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(and now in ſtrong labour) to a very 
_ eminentanddiſcreetman-midwife,and 
has only a few hours to ſave her hi- 
therto unblemiſh'd ſituation ; ſhe has 
been groſly abuſed by the man, who 
not only promiſed, but performed 
the. vow of marriage as ſhe thought, 
while he all the time knew it was 
nothing better than a nooſe he could 
ſlip at his pleaſure.— They were 
joined at the Savoy-cha ppel—it was 
a ſecret, ſhe proved with child, and 
as he villainouſly and like a ſcoun- 
drel, denies the match, ſhe has no 
remedy but this to ſave her W 
tion. — 

She will be very refolote and pa- 
tient, I promiſe you, during the ter- 
rible operation, for ſhe will never 
quit that maſk ſhe has in her hand, 
all the time ſhe wears it in the doc- 
tor's houſe; and, oy that means, 
though he will often intreat it for 

1s ES. her 
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her eaſe (though really for his own 
curiofity) ſhe will be ſo firm that 
he never can know her face in life 
8 | 
Let us ſhift the ſcene —pray give 
rn your real and unfeigned opinion 
of that groupe of figures now enter- 
ing the park don't miſtake the 
groupe, becauſe there are ſeveral 
there, 1 mean that cluſter in mourn- 


8 


I ts thei. ſays . they 
have inherited ſome good eſtate no 
doubt, becauſe they are chearful, nor 
mourn like many, only becauſe they 
have loſt a fortune. But pray bear 
with my puerile obſervations, I fear 
I ſhall never do my preceptor credit, 
but my miſtakes (as no doubt you 
know) chiefly ariſe from my till 
wiſhing . mankind would be, and 
continue to be as they ſeem.— 
They a are the whole family (all 

females 
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females ! for the colonel had no ſons) 
of a very worthy officer lately de- 
ceaſed—He generouſly married a la- 
dy for love as it is called, though you 
know what that means as well as 
myſelf ; and as his family increaſed, 
and his preferment abated, or rather 
his views of preferment (for he ex- 
pected, and had reaſon to expect a 
regiment) he begged that very proud 
woman who leads the van thera, 
to place thoſe four ladies, at leaſt the 
three: youngeſt out to buſineſs, that 
they might gain by jaduſtry* thoſe 
ſweet morſels, which dependency: ne- 
ver knows. 
Great quarrels a to enſue, cur- 
tain lectures and chair lectures too, 
wers held at her houſe . fur night and 
day, ſhe was always telling him/what 
Jovely gemplexiqns they had, what 
ſparkliag eyes, What pouting lips, 
n with all the train of female 
23 Jargon, | 
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Jargon, which every mother excels 
in, who being a coquet and fine la- 
dy herſelf, thinks o'courſe all her ſex 
| muſt be the ſame, and renal 
her own offspring. — 

The colonel's intreaties, nay pray- 
ers, are all in vain — ſhe will not have 
her daughter thrown away and ſit 
behind a counter. No, no, and then 
quotes Comus on him, which ſhe 
fes at him as loud as a ne. 


« It is for homely features to keep 
« home, | 

They took their on "_ 
- thence,” 


My anden are fine Sy ſays 
ſhe, and keep good company every 
night—ſcarce a game on the cards is 
unknown to them, they all dance, 
two of them ſing, and they will ſoon 
write and read, which indeed are not 

only 


7 
. 
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only the leaft, but the leaſt neceſſary 
things. I warrant you I know my 
province—mind you your cannon, 
and drums, and firelocks, or III 
break the drum of your ear with my 
reproof.— | 


As ſhe promiſed, ſo ſhe perform- 
ed, for the colonel lived but a few 
days after; and moſt people agree, 


he died of a broken - heart. Her 


words indeed are come true, they are 


all fine ladies, without a penny of for- 


tune, and not one of them will be 
a wife (mark my words) tho they 


all know that part of the ſtate, which, 


though moſt trifling in the end, ap- 
pears at firſt the moſt enchanting and 


beautiful. — 
J underſtand you, ſays Achilles, 


they will all be kept miſtreſſes - you 


have hit my meaning, ſays Chiron, 
they will all be well kept at firſt, but 
in the end, will be proſtitutes, and 

=_ when 
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when it is too late, blame the pride 
of their mother, and envy every 
ſhop woman they ſee within doors 
along the Strand, ſecure and ſafe by 
their induſtry— while they are out 
of doors, feeling hunger, cold, con- 
tempt, inſult, and all that train of mi- 
ſery, which thouſands do not feel 
half ſo much as the bumane feel we 
There, tell mui tid: clergy 
man is, ſtepping into his chair, Und 
let me know if he is in earneſt on 
the errand he is bent Come, while 
you; look IT will tell you, and then, 
pray as we travel along together in 
opinion, let me know if 1 am right. 
He is going with that grave and 
plaiſtered face to preach beſore the 
houſe of c———ns at St. Margarets, 
Weſtminſter. It is a public faſt 
here, and you ſhall ſoon ſee the dif- 
ference between the difcourſe- and 
congre- 
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congregation of a court faſt, and 
that of the eſtabliſh'd ones in the li- 
turgy; in the latter, the ſpeaker's 
mace, his proceſſion of elerk's chief 
and clerk's aſſiſtants, and about a 
leaſh of old church-going members 

q make up the whole; whereas now 

they are counted, and wo! be to 

him that abſents himſelf, provided 
he is any. ways a M-—r's lacquey, 
Or cloſet dependant of a crown.— 
But would you think the reverend 
doctor, who preached on the mar- 
tyrdom of a king with joy; a few 
months ſince, ſhould ſo ſoon recant 
in public? for to day he will tell 
you that kings can do no wrong, 
but before, kings were mortals and 
deſervedly ſuffered for the faults they 
committed. He is to be the very 
next b -p, and ſhould any one 
bind up the two ſermons together, 
he a laugh and ery, why we 


H 5 grow 
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grow wiſer and wiſer every day, the 
mind of man is fallible, let every 
one ſpeak well of the bridge he goes 
over. — 

Hang him, * Achilles, let him 
go his own way, and as he ſeems 
an arch rogue, moſt likely he will 
live to be an arch b— p, though of 
late, indeed, the dulleſt of the fable 
flock has had the golden bell tied 
round his neck. No matter, we are 
lodgers, as the honeſt Hibernian 
faid—let the houſe be on fire for 
ought I care. 

Tell me, ſays Chiron, at once 
(for I now examine you like a ſtu- 
dent) what think you of that man 
who is eating bread and cheeſe by 
himſelf, up that ſtair caſe in the 
Temple, that nobody may ſee him, 
whether he is to bepitied or no- be- 
cauſe his dreſs beſpeaks him the gen- 
tleman, and 'tis plain by the hour 
| of 
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of the day, he does not know where 
to dine—T ſee you are puzzled, and 
ſo will extricate you. — 

He is the younger ſon of a great 
family, and will hereafter make no 
little figure in the profeſſion of the 
law. He has had the aſſurance, as 
it may appear to ſtrangers, to refuſe 
ſeveral invitations to day, becauſe 
they were from mean and ſelfiſh 
people. He hates all ſuch ! they 
foreſee he will be eminent in his way, 
and ſo make love to him; he eaſily 
ſees through it, and leaves them pro- 
perly diſappointed. The time will 
come they will wiſh they had never 
grown cool at his viſiting them too 
often. But tho' they have acted fo, he 
takes no notice you will perceive, till 
the proper time, and then they feel 
his refentment ; his ſoul is great, for 
he this day paid his tradeſman to 
the laſt farthing of his purſe, and 

H ©6 dines 
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dines thus rather than be beholden 
to any one. To morrow you ob- 
ſerve his father dies; he at once 
leaps into affluence; honours and dig- 
nities with his abilities ſoon follow, 
and now the raſcally tradesfolks and 
more raſcally couſins are congratu- 
lating him you ſee he properly ſlights 


their offers, they pretend to wonder 


how this alteration has happened, and 
ſwear his fortune has fumed his 
in it fo, and have 1 told you 
right !— 

Aye! toa tittle, ſays Achilles, and 


we travelled exactly in opinion and 


obſer vation the whole time; you ſee 
how eager that thin old man is now 
to offer his daughter to him, when 
not a month ago, he refuſed him the 
loan of a fingle five guineas—is it not 
ſtrange ? that a man will at once 
riſque or rather part with his own 
child, than a trifle of his money--but 

he 
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he is properly puniſh d. He lives, 
and the lady his daughter, who gave 
herſelf ſuch unbecoming airs, lives 
alſo to ſee the ſeals carried before him, 
as his coach drives by her door to 
Weſtminſter.— 

Aye, ſays Chiron, a mad world 
my maſters; ſee too how the very 
taylor, who had the impudence to 
arreſt him not many weeks ago, is 
now begging pardon, and laying the 
fault on his villainous journeyman, 
who gave him falſe news. This is 
a lie among friends, but he imagined 
his father never would die, and when 
he did, that the ſon was ſo deeply 
engaged in principal and intereſt, to 
brokers, lawyers, uſurers, &c. &c. 
that Broomfield, as it is called, 
would not be worth having in the 


_- end 


How finely my ; Griend: has dealt 
with chem! no man knows his 
5 friends 
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nate, like the abſent, are always in 


ing been diſtreſt ourſelves! thoſe 
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friends from his enemies better he 
will live to have power you ſee, as 
well as riches, and then what ſtrata- 
gems the world will make uſe of, to 
bury their former behaviour; but he 
is too diſcerning for them all, and 
lives to pay them all in their own 
coin they have nothing more than 
they deſerv e. 

There is little thanks, my Achil- 
les, for the civility of mankind ! all 
the preſents, gifts, favours, prefer- 
ments, nay, even the invitation to a 
bare family dinner, are ſeldom given 
to thoſe who want them. Poverty 
is a great diſgrace, and there is no 

ity for the unlucky ; the unfortu- 


the wrong. 
But you and I think otherwiſe, 
we can feel for the diſtreſt, by hav- 


greazy citizens below, never knew 
the 
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the ſufferings of their fellow crea- 
tures; they cry it's their own fault 
when they are bankrupts—let him 

ſtarve, cry they; and then conclude, 
in order to gain the pleaſing charac- 
ter of compaſſionate, © I would have 
« ſerved him had I not a large fa- 
« mily:” but the fame man will 
moſt likely leave that very family 
next Saturday evening on a pretence 
of ſeeing the country, when all the 
time his utmoſt ride will be to Ex- 
eter ſtreet, or the gaming tables of 
* * * chocolate houfe, if they will 
admit ſo mechanical a fellow among 
ſuch dignified company. Adieu for 
to day.— 25 
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A P. x. 


F NDEED, my * 1 al- 

moſt hate the AA and ſome- 
times, in my. hours af ſpleen, vex- 
ation and diſappointment, almoſt 
loſe ſight of it; pray what is there, 
among friends (for ſure I may truſt 
car AY the ſecret) what is there to 
endear us to life, or life to us? The 
more we know: the leſs we deſire to 
know—every freſh friend as it may 
ſeem is little leſs than a freſh traitor, 
Every plan and proſpett of love and 
union, a freſh proof of hate and diſ- 


junction. 

J ever differed from then, kad 
therefore was always very genteely 
chriſtened with the name, ftile and 
title of madman, coxcomb, miſan- 
'thrope or man-hater, and often by 
worſe names than all theſe put to- 


gether 5 
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gether; I too early ſaw thro man- 
kind to believe their kiſſes of friend- 
ſhip, ſalutes of intimacy, and em- 
bracings of welcome. I ſaw intereſt 
too capitally wrote ever to like it, and 

by withdrawing was called cynical. 
But to the point - thoſe two gen- 
emen below (never mind the glaſs 
but liſten to me) are a proof of this-- 
obſerve how: they meet after a long 
abſence, and one being in mourning; 
the diſcourſe begins after this manner, 
A. Pray how do you do my good 
friend, after ſo long an abſence? I 
have been in great pain and anxiety 
at not hearing of or from you, I 
have inquired of all mine and your 
friends to no purpoſe: believe me, 
I'm heartily glad to ſee you. B. So 
ſhould I you, my dear good friend, 
but that the ſight of you reminds me 
of my poor dear wife Florella, for 
in you I behold ber; I have loſt her 
and 


them ſuch ideas of virtue, that they 


have heard as much, and am heartily 
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and with her all that was great and 
valuable on this earth or in this tran- 
ſitory life. A. Gadſo, I'm heartily 
ſorry for that. B. But grief you 
know, for things irrecoverable, is 
but a childiſh kind of paſſion, I was 
very deeply affected at firſt, but thank 
God have got the better of it. A. 
Faith! Tm heartily glad of that. 
B. Am obliged to you, but her death 
has been remarkably unlucky at this 
very particular _ becauſe of my 
young children. A. Tis true, I did 
not think of that, ha, I'm heartily 
forry for that. B. But they are, 
thank God, all likely to do well, 
and don't doubt, but the memory of 
their dear departed mother, will give 


will never go aſtray. A. Faith, I 


glad of that. B. But (yet I thank 


you kindly, and cught to expreſs it 
as 
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as well as mean it) 1 ſuppoſe you 
hear that all is not gold that glitters, 
for though her fortune has the ap- 
pearance of a good one, and in the 
end may turn out ſo, I fear it will 
be much entangled with the damn d 
laws of this country, A. Gad fo 
I'm heartily ſorry for that, I hope 
you will get the better of every thing, 
and ſpend the reſt of your life in 
comfort, you have had forrow enough 
my dear friend. B. I thank you for 
your kind pity, but have the good 
lack to fall into honeſt hands, and 
my lawyers whom I really can de- 
pend on, give me great hopes that 
I ſhall ſucceed in every thing I ſhall 
undertake. A. Gad ſo, I'm heartily 
glad of that; but ſhould not be ſo 
if I thought your lawyers could or 
would deceive, you. B. Never fear, 
all I want is a little ready money to 
keep them in humour ; and wiſh, 

as 
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you. are my friend, that you would 
oblige me with a trifle ; I am always 
very punctual in general, but ſhall 
be ſo. particularly to you; A. Gad 
ſo, Im moſt heartily ſorry that I 
mt, but 1 laid out the laſt guinea 
56852 very morning in a lottery ticket, 
and if I ſucceed, I am ſure no one 
ſhall more gladly aſi . than m 
ſelf.— — 


Thus ends, my. gear Ahilles, 
converſation of the world in general-; 
Jam ſorry, or I am glad, makes up 
the whole burthen of the ſong, and 
there is as little meaning on one 
fide as on —— other; unhappily this 
is the wide world, and the narrew 
world too—for this we live and 
drag about a miſerable being, poor 
abject worms (as Aboan 28. to his 
22 00 rpongs 7 
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m And then are trampled to the 

25 duſt again.— 

Come, noi for a little buſineſs— 
what think you of that groupe of 
figures, all well grown, who, ate 
bending their ſteps towards that fireet, 
where a certain maiden queen it is 
faid, uſed to meet her favourite earl, 
who gave name to the place, which 
it bears to this day. 

Why really, fays Achilles, I am 
puzzling” to know —T know from 
the moment I hold up the glaſs I 

ſhall know , too ſoon, for I love t 
examine and queſtion myſelf a bal 
firſt, but T fee it's in vain, and there- 
fore I appeal to you — 

TI tell you, my Achilles—in that 
ſtreet lives a dancing maſter, who 
teaches grown perſoris to know their 
ſteps, after having ſtept wrong for 
many years. It is a bufineſs dar- 

ried 
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ried on as ſecretly almoſt as a privy 
council, the very ſervants are ſworn 


to fidelity, and indeed but few people 


are ſpectators. He advertizes that 
only his own family ſtand up for 


partners, but now and then a curious 


neighbour comes in, and enjoys the 
night ſcene, and who can blame 
them ? I do declare to you, that if 

any thing is more laughable i in ge- 
neral than a city funeral, it is ſeeing 
ſuch a collection of aged gaiety as 

aſſemble at this place. 
Pray obſerve that very fat lady, learn- 


ing to come in and out of a room, 


ſhe obtained a fortune the other day 
by the death of ſome couſin, aunt 
or uncle; and now all of a ſudden 
ſhe is told ſhe muſt keep better com- 
pany, and ſo is learning to be the 
fine lady; ſhe was a merchant in ſe- 
cond hand clothes the other day, 


now ſhe has taken an houſe in May- fair, 


and propoſes having drums and routs 
as 
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as well as her neighbours. Mon- 
mouth-ſtreet is forgot at once ! we 
are all of a ſudden the pink of gaiety 
and politeneſs. And the moment her 
elephant knees can be taught to bend, 
ſhe will undertake the affair of 
viſiting and being viſited. 

Her huſband is much worſe. He 
has one ſpring in him like a claſp'd 
pen knife—and that at the bottom of 

his back. When he bends his body 
under the direction of his maſter, 


be appears for all the world like a 


gibbet: yet obſerve his preceptor 
gives him hopes — and ſwears no 
ſcholar of his age (namely about ſixty 
three) ever did ſo much in ſo ſhort 
a time. 1 
That dyer with blue fingers (for 
you trace that out as he draws off his 


glove) expects to be warden of his 


14 


company ſoon— and as ſuch propoſes 
to dance with ſome common-coun- 
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cil- man's daughter of Candlewick- 
ward. He expects great fame from 
his dancing—and you ſee takes infi- 
nite pains in grounding himſelf in the 
firſt rudiments. Nay, he looks on his 
dancing maſter at this time, in a 
much greater light, than he once did 
the alderman of his own ward, if 
poſſible, thongh that is almoſt to be 
doubted. | 3 
Pray obſerve! there are not leſs | 
than twenty couple of beaſts male and | 
female, and like Noah's, clean and 
unclean, now preparing to dance for 
the evening Scratch me, ſays a 
grocer to his wife, and T'll claw you 
I warrant you a delicate proverb 
no doubt — But 'tis in character, 
This is the conſtant work of every 
evening - I commend the ſchemer 


of it, and believe he gets more by 
the ſtiff, aged and adult, than ever 
he would from the young and ſupple. 


3 Why 


* 
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Why that old fat lady in blue, has 
to my knowledge, been eight years 
practiſing to come in and out of a 
room with a good grace, and cannot 
do it yet. But he ſwears ſhe has a 
genius, and like a fool ſhe believes it, 
inſomuch that ſhe has twice given 
him preſents of plate beſides his pay, 
as an encouragement to continue his 


good offices. 
But I am quite tired of ſuch ob- 


jects Let us ſhift the ſcene a little; 


and tell me from your heart, what 


you think of that ſolitary gentleman 


who is walking in ſuch a diſtreſsful 
attitude, under the Piazzas of the 
Royal Exchange. His gait and 
mein are very particular, and I de- 
clare. he appears to me, to be a great 
perſonage in ſome ſort of diſtreſs. 
His diſtreſs, ſays Chiron, ariſes not 
from want, but plenty—he i Is, per- 
haps, the richeſt commoner in Eng- 
I. 1 lands 
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land. He was generous | enough 
when his father only allowed him 
pocket money, but now, he grud- 
ges himſelf even the neceeſſaries of 
life. He walks there becauſe the 
chop-houſes have lately raiſed the 
price of their ſmall wares; and ſo 
makes believe he has quite din'd, 
though he has only drank one baſon 
of ſoup, which he took great care to 
ſtuff well with bread, which has 
ſerved him for a meal to day. He 
made believe at the houſe that he 
ſhould return again, but he never in- 
tended it, for two reaſons, one is juſt 
now related, the other is this 
A ſervant there, from the ſame 
county, made a curtſy to him, and 
called him by his name. He uſed 
only to give a ſingle halfpenny as a 
gratuity for their trouble, but now, 
thinks he, I am known, and muſt 


never beſtow leſs than a penny on 


them, 
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them, which indeed is more than I 
can afford—on this he entirely chan- 
ges his houſe, and for fear of being 
followed and known elſewhere, he 
paſſes the hours of repaſt this ways 
perhaps eats a pennyworth of oiſters, 
perhaps nothing. But in leſs than a 
year he will die as unpitied as others 
were unpitied by him. 

Come, ſomething I hope more 
material preſents itſelf—look ſharp, 
or you'll loſe one of the greateſt 
characters in this vaſt and buſy me- 
tropolis; I mean him in the white 
coat there faced with red—his hiſtory 
is particular, and had I time, would 
(as Othello ſays) recount it from his 
boyiſh days. But at preſent tis ſuffi- 
cient to fay, that he lately married. 
a widow of great fortune, who fell 
in love with him, as being the beſt 
German flute player of any gentle. 
man in Europe; he play'd (as a 
12 punſter 
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punſter would ſay indeed) to ſome 
tune, for he got her—But when ſhe 
aſks him to play now, he cries 
you know no more of muſic than my 
horſe, nor did you ever mind 
your pickles and preferves— I'm go- 
ing a hunting-—aye, ſays ſhe, with my 
money 'too— you had not a ſhirt to 
your back till J gave you one, firrah ! 


but, now, Holland of twelve ſhillings 


an ell is ſcaree good _ for your 


naſty carcaſe. 


Pretty muſic this! a fine change 


from harmony. But the man ha- 
ving ſeen the farce of Petrucchio and 


Catharine, endeavours ſo to imitate 


the former, that he often over-does it. 
The day they were married he or- 


dered a dinner at Staines, and told all 


his friends what delicate live fiſh there 
were at that particular place. But 
no ſooner was the coachman on the 


box, but he ordered him to drive into 
Nor- 
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Norwood, aud though he was mar- 
ried and had made his fortune, yet 
he would know his future fortune 
as well as the preſent, and no one 
but the gipſics ſhould or could tell 
him. 

The company all complained that 
there was no food to be got there; 
to which he calmly anſwered—graſs, 
graſs—all fleſh is graſs, my dears ! 
and you may as well eat it at firſt as 
at laſt, Somebody packed up ſome 
wine behind the odd; leaſt that 
ſhould be an artiele difficult to- ob- 
tain in ſuch a foreſt, He ſold it all 
on the road—and only faid, water, 
water, He is above ſcandal, I aſſure 
you, for he will tell any ſort of ſtory of 
himſelf firſt, Nay, rather than not 
be thought an original, he will in- 
vent many things of himſelf 2 
never had being. 

Somebody was ſaying one day, 

13 that 
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that a cobler was the happieſt man 


in the world, for, having no fame or 


reputation to loſe, he could beat his 
wife and defy ſcandal and imperti- 
nence. Why dam'me, ſays he, I 
think I am as independant as a cobler, 
and to ſhew it, immediately took 
his horſe-whip and chaſtiſed his dame 
moſt handſomely as he called it. 
Sometimes the whole ſex have at- 
tacked him at once. He was even 
with them — they upbraided him 
with not giving his wife opportunities 
of company equal to her rank, and 
ſaid, ſhe ought to have a drum in her 
houſe like her neighbours. 

He ſaid nothing to the contrary, 
i but even ſaid it was a reaſonable re- 
queſt. Things went on in this man- 
ner, and at a proper time he ſent 
circular cards and letters to all his 
friends and acquaintance, as well as 
his wife's, to come to his drum 


his 
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his drum was ſoon become a kind 
of bye- word. However, they all 
went, and when the audience grew 
pretty numerous, he ordered all his 
doors to be quite faſtened as at mid- 
night, and immediately ſent for all 
the drummers at the - Savoy and 
Somerſet-Houſe to come in at the 
back door they no ſooner arrived, 
but he made them ſtrike up a point 
of war that almoſt broke the drum 
of their ears, and ſo opening the 
doors drove them before him, as 
Falſtaff ſays, with a dagger of latb, 
and they never teaz'd him after- 
wards, 


You ſee what a careleſs kind of 


figure he is! above or below the 
world does not ſignify ; he laughs and 
ſings—and, indeed, he is the merrieſt 
companion my eyes beheld. But 
our time is expired Monday 

I 4 we 
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we ſhall meet again, for to morrow 
(as uſual) we ſhall both be employed 


hearing charity ſermons, from wret- 


ches who have no charity in their 


hearts; however, they advertiſe to 
the contrary. But mum —— that 


F ſhall telF you in a whiſper as we 


depart — allons 
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E 


ELL, to be ſure, of all pro- 
W ſeſſions that tend to the 
ſtarving quality, phyſic is the moſt 
hateful: what think you of that 
very thin, lean gentleman, who, by the 
bye, would ſhine in the character of 
the ſtarv d apothecary in Romeo and 


Juliet, lounging every morning for 
hours at a bookſeller's ſhap, or coffee. 


houſe, ſmelling the effluvia of his 
amber headed cane, and aſking for 
letters, when he well knows pri- 
vately, that he has not one country 
correſpondent 

His father was an honeſt and 
pains-taking apothecary ; and, in a 
few years, amaſſed a fortune equal to 
any great and wholefale trader, But 
his ſon perceiving the rank of apo- 
thecary was very trifling, he at once, 
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at a great expence, gets the feather 
of M. D. and now, too late, finds 
that it is difficult for a phyſician to 
croſs the way for apothecaries cha- 
riots—damn the mongrels, ſays he, 
I am a regular phyſician. . 
He was ſaying theſe very TRE 
when that jolly, red faced man, near 
Ludgate, in a green morning gown 
paſſed him, you. ſee him laugh fill, 


— Without being regular, ſays he, 


you ſee I can buy a thouſand of you, 
and while I can have my champaigne 


and coach and four, the Devil take 
all degrees—a maſter of arts, to be 


ſure, thinks himſelf a fine fellow, 


though he has not the art to get a 


dinner, by any other qualification 
than lying or groſs flattery. 

You can hardly conceive, my 
Achilles, how every man within theſe 
walls, is taught to believe that money 
governs all; for the quack doctor 

| _ 
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you ſee, not being able to get the 
better of his friend in argument, 
takes out a very long green purſe full of 
guineas, and ſhaking it at him, cries 
loud enough to be heard, Doctor, 
Tl lend you a guinea for coach hire, 
out of fifty I got this morning, Tea- 
Zing enough you'll believe, my A- 
chilles, and yet on he goes, till the 
irregular drives the regular from his 
ground. RH 
Believe me, my good pupil, a 
ftarving gentleman is the moſt un- 
lucky, and, at the ſame time, moſt un- 
eaſy fituation in this life. The ingeni- 
ous mechanic, maſter of but one ſingle 
art, lives well, has his hot repaſt af- 
ter labour, enjoys his ſunday and 
holiday, and is welcome, while buſi- 
neſs is going on, to the ear and fa- 
vour of the noble or gentleman that 
employs him. But the maſter of 
ſeven arts, unable to gain a dinner, by 

I 6. even 
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even the beſt of them, is kept at arms 


length—and when he is aſked to 
dine, he is always placed in ſuch a 
light there, that the very footman 
gives him ſmall beer for wine, with 
as little ſhame and confuſion as an 
ale-houſe keeper does to a poor la- 


bourer, who has no ready money but 


is to work it out afterwards.- 


But now to buſineſs! give me 


your opinion at once of that boiſtrous 


fellow below in the Church- yard, 


who claps his arms to his hips, as 
though he defied the univerſe, and 
who, having plenty of lace about 
his waiſtcoat, takes care to let all 
paſſengers know there is no fraud 
at the pocket holes, by entirely bran- 


diſhing the whole before their eyes. 


Why, fays Achilles, 1 ſhould really 
think him a merchant (for he is not 
modeſt enough for a ſhop-keeper 
as they were once, and ought to be 

3 now. 
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now, but that the times are altered) 
who has, by lucky hits of inſuring, 
underwriting, or privateering, got 
enough to retire from the world, 
and is aukwardly, though heartily, 
aſſuming the gentleman.— 

Out again a mile, ſays Chiron 
why, my Achilles, you told me, not 
long ſince, that it would be no bad 
method to take mankind by con- 
traries — and had you followed this 
plan, with reſpe& to the perſon be- 
fore us, you would not have been 
much out of the way—come, III in 
a few words tell you who he is. 

He was the ſon of a very reverend 
divine in Eſſex, who's conſcience and 
indolence joined, prevented the father 


ever obtaining more than bare ne- 


ceſſaries, inſomuch, that this, his only 
ſon, was put out from that fund 
which is raiſed annually by means of 


fiddles, when ſermons failed, from 
the 
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the church under us; and behaved 
very induſtriouſly and well in the 
trade he was put to. 

His time being expired with no o- 


ther diſgrace than what follows all the 


young fellows of this age, ſuch as a 


baſtard or two, a ſmall embezzlement 


of caſh, a confirmed p x and 


the like—He now, on the credit of 
his friends, ventured to ſet up for 
himfelf—and to make ſhort of it, 
contrived, by the kind advice and 


interpoſition of his friends and cor- 


reſpondents, to break for ten times 


more than ever he traded for a com- 


mon trick, my Achilles, and yet ſtill 
practiſed even 7 the knowing 


ones. 
He, who once would "7h thought 


it a moſt capital offence, to have 


worn even a gold button to his waiſt- 
coat, though cloſely: buttoned up, 


now you ſee he is all over gold | 
though | 


wo 
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though according to a very vulgar 
ſaying, all is not gold that gliſters; 
for he is now a bankrupt, and has 
juſt got his certificate like felons 
after a pardon, he grows more inſo- 
lent than ever. All modeſty is re- 
moved, and he is now, and "wil be 
a fine gentleman for many months 
on the ruin of his creditors, After 
which, moſt likely he will keep an 


auction · room, having all the qualifi- 
cations, conſummate aſſurance, and 


infinite ignorance, attended with its 

never failing companion vanity.— 
So much for him, my Achilles, 

he is a raſcal - undeſerving our no- 


! 


W tice; fo pray turn your eyes to a bet- 
ter object, which is that pious gentle- 


man viſiting the ſeveral priſons, 
which J am ſure will give you plea- 
ſure, as I have ever found you hu- 
mane and tender — or to uſe the 
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words of our favourite claſſic Terence, 
Human mil alienum. 

The object, indeed, gives me an 
exceſs of joy, after the ſtrange groupe 
we have jointly ſeen of late, if he is 
ſincere — for I almoſt doubt every 
thing, and believe I muſt keep to my 
eſtabliſhed rule of judging by con- 
traries ; yet for once, let me examine 
him cloſer before I uſe the glaſs, or aſk 
your opinion, He, indeed, ſeems 
pious, tender, compaſſionate, feeling, 
humane, and what not? and yet now 
and then ſomething appears about his 
eyes ſo very ſorrowful, and ſo over 
unfortunate, that I almoſt am afraid 
to ſearch further. However, give me 
your opinion, it will leſs ſhock me 
delivered in your even, mild and gen- 
tle way, than if I diſcerned it myſelf, 
and you now know by experience, 
that I have no doubt of your judg- 
ment 
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ment and opinion. Why then, my 
Achilles, my pupil, my diſciple, and 
what is beyond all, my friend! he is 
the greateſt of all hypocrites — he is 
employed by a very worthy lad 
once a week, to diſtribute her alms 
to theſe unfortunate people; he goes, 
and acts the part ſo well, that no- 
body but ourſelves ſuſpects him for 
I aſſure you, upon my honour, that 
out of every ſhilling he filches ſix- 
pence from the poor wretches, and 
yet at home, by his watery eyes, and 
mercy-begging-face, paſſes off entire- 
ly unſuſpected. 

Can you conceive, in human life, 
ſo wicked and baſe an animal? yet he 
thrives in this world—is a juſtice o 
the peace, and having ſerved the 
office of church - warden, has the 
character of a moſt divine man. My 


Achilles, what a world we live in! 
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Jam almoſt tired of it, and ſome- 
tlmes wiſh, but for the ſake of my 
intended charity, that J had never 
brought my glaſs to this preſent per- 
fection — for if it grows univerſal, 
people will grow tired before their 
time, and ſeeing, as well as foreſeeing 
nothing but villainy, treachery, ma- 
lice, backbiting, ſlandering, lying, for- 
ſwearing, pimping, bullying, whoring, 
gaming, foreſtalling, and ſo on—He 
will cry with the poet, 


— Im ſatisfied. 


But why ſhould J ſo early ſet you 
againſt this life? and yet from the 
friendſhip I do, and ever did profes, 
what can I do leſs? I do deciare to 
you, that for the ſake of keeping up 
the ſplendor of a town life, and plea- 


ſure of a country, one half thepeoplein 


thoſe 
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thoſe once honeſt and reputable 
ſtreets below, would make you pay 
money twice over, if they thought 
you had loſt their receipt for it. 

The trade and credit of this city, 
was once, my Achilles, truly great. 
The fame of it reached the furtheſt 
Indies, and our name was Great a- 
mong the nations: but now we are 
fallen the noble character of mer- 
chant is dwindled to nothing, and 
every little paltry huckſter calls him- 


gſelf a warehouſe man at leaſt, if not a 


merchant the very ſight of a bale of 
Engliſh goods with the proper marks 
was once ſterling—now examine in- 
to them, and not only the meaſure is 
perhaps defective, but even the com- 
modity is but of half the former 
value. By theſe means our enemies 
outſtrip us daily by theſe fatal 
practices their fleets gather ſtrength, 
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and having till, in ſo corrupt and 
degenerate an age, right notions of 
honour and glory, they conquer the 


world, having firſt learnt to conquer 


themſelves ——— meaning their pat: 
ſions. 
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